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DISCOURSE 


OF 


CONSCIENCE: 


With Reſpect to thole that Separate from the 


 (ommunion of the Church of England upon the 


Pretence of it, Cc. 


24 Here is nothing more in our Mouths than Conſcience ; 
and yet there are tew things we have generally ta- 
ken leſs Pains to underſtand. We ſit down too 

>. often-with this, that it is ſomething thin us, we do 

not know what » Which we are to Obey in ali that it Sug- 
geſts to us,.and we trouble our ſelves no farther about it. 


_ By which means, it frequently comes to paſs ; that though 


E 


we have eſpouſed very dangerous Errors, or happen to be in- 


_ gaged in very vinful Practices ; yet Believing, and Acting, 


as we ſay, according to our Confcience ; we do not only 
think our ſelves perfetly Right and Safe, while we continue in 
this State ; but are Effeually Armed' againſt all-iorts of Ar- 
guments, and Endeavours that.can be uſed for the bringing us 

to a better mind. | 
This 1s too Viſible in many Caies ; but in none more than 
in the Caſe of. thoſe that at this Day Separate from the Com- 
munion of the Church as it is Eſtabliſhed among us. Though 
the Laws of the Land both Ecclefiaftical, and Civil, do ob- 
lige them to joyn in our Communion ; though many Argu- 
| A 2 ments 
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A Diſcourſe of Conſcience? 


ments are offerd to convince them, not only that they Law- 


—x - fully may, but that they are bound to do it : though they 
© _ themſelves are ſenſible, that many-fold, . and grievous miſ- 


: *. chiefs, and dangers, do enſue from this breach - of Commu- 
__nion, Jos theſe unnatural Diviſions , both to the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion-inn General, and to our Reformed Religion, in Particular 
yet if-to all theſe things, aMan can reply, that he is Satzfied in 
his Conſcience that he doth well in refuſing his Obedience to 
| the Laws; or that he is nor ſatisfied in hx Conſcience that he ought 
| | to joyn with us upon ſuch Terms as are required ; this fingle 
pretence ſhall be often thought _ a ſufficient Anſwer, both to 

Laws, and Arguments. | > 


=— ther ends, was given to Mankind for a Preſervative-, and" Se- 
curity of the Publick Peace ; for the more Effe&ually Obli- 
ging Men to Unity and Obedience to Laws': yet ſhould. 'of- 
ren be a means of ſetting them at. diſtance, and prove a Shel- 
ter for Diſobedience, and Diſorder : "That God ſhould Com- 
mand us to Obey our Governours.-in all -Lawful things. for 
Conlcience fake, and yet that we ſhould Diſobey them in Law- 
ful things,for Conſcience fake too. | - | 
It. is, the Deſign of this Diſcaurſe to examine what there is in 
this Plea, that is ſo often made by our Diſlenters, for their not 
complying with the Laws, wiz, That 4t is againſt their Conſcience 
\ , /o todo ; andto ſhew in what _Caſes this Plea is willy made, 


. Wo o* TG $:.61 a » 1 
CEE and in what Caſes not; and where itis juſtly made, how far 


bs And all this'in order to the poſlefling thole who are concern- 
4 ed, with a S2nſe of the great Neceflity- that lyes upon them , 
of uſing their moſt ſerious endeavours, to. inform their Con- 
{cience aright in theſe matters, before they preſume to think 
F they can Separate from us with a good Conſcience, which is all 
mp we defire of them; for it is not our buſineſs to perſwade a- 
8 ny Man to conform againſt his Conſcience : but to convince 
every Man how - Dangerous it may be to follow a miſinformed 
Conſcience. | : 

But before I enter upon this diſquiſition, . it will be neceſlary 
in the kift Place, to prepare my way by laying down the 
= | Grounds, and Principles, I mean to proceed: upon. And 
—— Lere that I may take in all things, that are needful to be 4676 
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. A ftrange thing this is ; that Conſcience, which among o- 


« it will Juſtifie any Mans Separation, and how far it will not. | 
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A Diſcourſe of Conſcience. | : 
\before-hand, about this matter, I ſhall treat diſtinaly of theſs 


| Five Heads | | 


1 Of the Nature of Conſcience. 
2 Of the Kule of Conſcience. And under that, 
3 Of the Power of Humane Laws to Oblige the Conſcience. 
' 4 And particularly in the inſtance of Church Communion. 
5 Of the Authority of Conſcience ; or how far a Man u« Obliped 
fo be guided by his Conſcience in bis Attions. | | 
© T: And firſt, as for the Nature of 'Confcience, the trueft way 
to find out that will be,' not ſo much torenquire into the Sig- 
nification of the word Conſcience, or the ſeveral Scholaſftical De- 
finitions of it 3 as to conſider what every Man doth really 
mean by that word when he has occaſion to make uſe of it ; 
for if 'it doappear that all Men do:agree in their Notions, and: 
Senſe, aboyt this matter ; That without doubt, - which they all 
thus agree in; is. the'true Notion, *and 'Senfe'of Conſcience. 
Now as'to this, we' may 'obſerver im-the firſt -Place, that a 
Man never ſpeaks of his Conſcience, but withireſpe& to his 0297 
Ad#ions, or to ſomething that hath the':Nature-of an ARion- 
which is done or omitted by him, . or'is:to:be done or. omitted, 
Matters of. meer Knowledge, and Speculation,.we do not con-' 
cern. our Conſcience with ; as neither: with thoſe things in 
which we are purely Paſſive ; as neither with. Ations, if they: 
be not or own. We: do not for inſtance', make it a Point of 
Conſcience one way or other, whether a thing be true or falſe :: 
or whether” this or' the other Accident that befals us, be pro- 
ſperous or unfortunate; 'or whether another Man hath done 
good or bad Adtions, in which we are no way concerned: 
Theſe kind of things may indeed prove matters of great Satis- 
faction or Diſquiet ; of Joy or Grief to us: But we do not 
take our. Conſcience to be affected with them. That word never 
comes iff, but with _— to ſomething willingly done or left 
undone by us; or which we may do or may forbear. 
Secondly, we may obſerve that in Common Speech, we do: 
not neither uſe this word Conſcience about our Adtions,. but 
only, ſo far as thoſe Actions fall under a Moral conſideration : 
that is, as they have the Nature. of Duties or Sins, or as' they 
are Lawful. or Unlawful: | Always when we ſpeak of Con-- 
ICience;.in our Acions.,.' we; have reſpz& to: ſome Law: or 
Rule , by which thoſe: Agions: are to. be. direfed. and; go» 
| | vern'd,, 


4 A Dijcourſe of Conſcience. 
.yernd, and by their agreeableneſs or . diſagreeablenes- with 
.which they become morally Good or Evil. TR Ws 
Thirdly, this being 1o ; the. only thing . remaining 1 to . be 
enquired into for the finding out what Conſcience ;is,, what 
can be realonably thought to be our Senſe, | and Meaning 2 
when we uſe the word Cmſcience , with fuch Application to 
our A##4ons as we have now {aid. Now for that I deſire itmay - 
be conſidered ; that when we talk of our A#1s \as we\concern 
eur Conſcience in' them , they can but. fall under | theſe two 
Heads of DiftinRion, that is :to ſay;: in the: firſt place, 'we ai- 
ther conſider'our Actions as already done or. amitted : or We coft- 
ſider them as yet not done, but as we are deliberating about them. 
And then Secondly , whether we conſider them. as done or 
notdone ; as. paſt, or future; yet we Rank'them qander. one-of 
theſe three Notions. : ©”: ll; Eh JiOds 
We either look upon them as :Commanged by God, and ſo to 
be Duties ; or as forbidden by God, and 10-to be $3ns; or as wei- . 
ther Commanded wer forbidden,, and 1o to tbe indifferent Acti- 
ons, (With theſe laſt Ations indeed Conſcience is not pro: 
perly or directly; concerned, but only by accident, to wit, as 
thoſe indifferent 4&ioms 'do_ approach-to the Nature of Duties 
.or Sins : ) 'Qur :Adtions, I ſay, .do not touch our .Conſcience, 
but as they fall under ſome of theſe Heads. Fj volas 
Now in all theſe Reſpe&s we have indeed different ways of 
bringing in Conlcience, but yet as it will appear, we mean the 
lame thing by it in them all. Firft of all when we are con- 1 


fidering an Actions yet rot dane ; if we. look upon it as Com- 

 manded by God, we lay we are bound in Conſczence to do it ; if 

we look unon it as a Sinful Aftion, we ſay it 15 againſt our 

Conſcience to doit ; if welook upon it as an indiferent thing, 

welay we may do it or-not do it. with a Safe Conſcience. Now | 
1 pray, what do we/me mean by theſe expreflions? I deſire Y 
that every one would conſult his own Mind, and deny-if he | 
can, that this is the Senſe of his words. Tf he faith he is 
. bound in Conſcience to do this or the other thing, whether he 
doth not mean this ? that he verily thinks it is his Duty to | 
do that Action. If he ſaith that ic is againſt bas. Conſciewce to 

do ſnach an Action ; whether he means any more. than this ? 

that he is perſwaded in his Judgment. that to do ſuch an Aci- 

on is an Offence againſt God. _ If he ſaith that he can do 4 
| with 1 


wy 


A Difcourſe of Conſcience. 5 
with a Safe Conſcience, whether he hath any other meaning than 
this? that to the beſt of his Knowledge, and Judgment, the Aci- 
on may be done without Tranſgreflingany Law of God: This is 
now undeniably, the Senſe that every Man in the World hath, 
when he makes mention of Conſcience as to Actions that are 
not yet done,but only propoſed to his Conſideration. So that 
taking Conſcienceas it reſpects our A#jons to be done or omit- 
ted, and as it is to Govern and Conduet them (in which 


- Senſewte call Conſcience a Guide or a Monitor, and ſomtimes, 


though very improperly , a Rule of our Actions) it can be: 


nothing elle in the Senſe of all Men that uſe that word, bue 


a Mans Judgment concerning the Goodneſs or Badnefſs ; the 
Lawfulneſs-or Unlawfulneſs of Actions 'in order to the Con- 
duct of. his own Life. 

But Secondly, if we fpeak of our Actions that are done and 
paſt, and conſider Confcience with Reference to them ; here 


indeed we do a little vary the Exprefiion about Conſcience, 


but the Notion of it is the ſame we have now given. As for 


-inſtance, when. we talk of Peace of Conſcience , or Trouble of 


Conſcience, with Reference to ſome Aion we have done or 
omitted ; when we ſay My Conſcience bears me Witneſs, that L 
have Aced rightly and honeſtly in this Aﬀair ; or my Conſci- 
ence acquits me from blame, as to this or the other Action ; or L 
am:troubled in Conſcience tor doing what I have done : If we 


. turn theſe Phraſes into other words, we ſhall find that there 
1s nothing more at the bottom 'of them than this; that refle- 


&ing upon our own Aﬀions, we find that in this or the other: 


'inſtance,. we have either Acted or omitted, as we are con- 


vinced in our Judgment we ought to do ; and the remembrance 
of this is. ſome Pleaſure, and Satisfaction to us : or we have 


_ done or forborn ſomething contrary to what we take to be 
. our Duty ; and the-remembrance of this affefs us with grief. 
. and trouble. But till, in both theſe inſtances of Exprefli-- 
on, that which we mean by Conſcience is the ſame thing, as 


in the former Caſes, viz. It is our Fudgment and Perſwaſion con- 
cerning what we ought to do, or ought not to do, or Lawfully may 


- do.; only: here we addto it this Conſideration, that the Action. 
which. we are perſwaded to be-good,. or bad, or indifferent. 
is now, done or omitted by. us,, and we. do remember it. In: 


the Former Caſe:, Conſcience was conſidered as: the __ | 
| | OL 
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of our Actions. 'In the latter Caſe it is conſidered as the Wit- 


nefs of our Actions. . But in both Caſes, Conſcience is the 
Jadge, and conſequently in both Caſes the Notion of it is the 


ſame, only with this difference, that in the former, it was a 
Mans mind, making .a Judgment what he' ought to do: or 
not todo; in the: latter it is a Mans mind refle&ing. upon 
what he hath done or not done, and judging whether he be In- 
nocent or Culpable in the matter he refle&s upon. | 

I do not know how to .give a. clearer” account of, the' Na- 


ture of Conſcience. in general than. this'T have now given. 


This I believe is the Natural Notion that all Men have of it, 
and. there is no Expreflion in Scripture about it but what 
doth confirm this Notion: If indeed we put Epithites to Con- 
ſcience, and talk of a Good Conſcience or an Evil Conſci- 


ence ;. A Tender. Confſcience,-or a Seared Conſcience, -or the 


like. . Then it includes more, both in Scripture, ahd in Com- 


mon Language, than I have now mentioned. But to give an 


account of thoſethings, I am not now coricerned, as being with- 


out the Limits of, our preſent enquiry. on 
'- IL And now, we are: ſufficiently prepared for our -Second 
general Point, which is touching, the Rule of Conſcience ;/ if - in- 
deed after what we have already faid ic be not ſuperfluous to 
inſiſt upon that. a np pa peers 

It appears plainly by what I have repreſented, that Confci- 
ence muſt always. have a Rule which it is to' follow, 'and by 


which it is to be Govern'd. For fince Conſcience 4is' no- 


thing elſe but a Mans Judgment concerning AGions, as good, 
or bad, or indifferent , it 1s. certain that a Man mult' have ſome 
meaſures to proceed by in order to the "framing ſuch a Judg- 
ment about Actions ; that is to ſay, there muſt be ſomething 
diſtin& from the Man himſclf that makes Aﬀtions'to be good, 
or bad, or indifferent ; and from which, by applying parti- 
cular Actions to it, or comparing them withirt, a M: 


this, whatever it be, is that which wecall the Rule of Conſci- 

ence; and ſo much it is its Rule, - that Conſcience can be no 

farther a ſafe Guide than as it follows that Rule. Nendoke 
If now it be asked what this Rule of Conſcience is, or what 


that is which. makes a difference between Aftions, as to the 


Moral goodneſs or badneſs of them ; the Anſwer to it is Ob- 


ViOUs 


. & » 
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lan'may bea-' 
ble to judge whether they. be of.the one ſort or the other. Now 


bids them. ; 


A Diſcourſe of Conſcience. 3 


vions to every Body : that it can be riothing elfe but the Law 
of Ged. For nothing can be a Dary but what Gods Law hath 
made fo ; and nothing can be a Sin but what Gods Law hath 
forbidden (the very Notion of Sin being, that-it is a Trani- 
greſhion of the Law ; ) and laſtly we call a thing Lawfw or 
Hhdiferemt upon this very account, that there is no Law of 
God, either Commanding or Forbidding it ; and where there 
15 nd Law there is tio Traniſpreflion. So that undeniably the - 
reat, nay Ifay the only Rule by which Conſcience is to be 
verned is the Law of God, confidered either as it Commands 
HAttiovs, or Forbids them, of as it neither Commands them nor For- 


\ But in order to the giving a more diſtin Account, of this 
Rille of Conſcience, there is this needful to be inquired into, viz. 
In what Senſe we take, or what we mean by the Law of God 
when: we fay it is the Rule of Conſcience. SE 

Now to this onr Anſwer is, That by the Law of God, we 
here underſtand Gods. Will, for the Government - of Mens 
A@ions, in what way ſoever that Will is declared to.them. 

Now the Will of God i declared to Men two ways ; either 
by Natu#e, of by Revelation ; fo that the juſt and adequate Rule 
of Conſcience 1s made up of two parts the Law of Nature, and 
Gots Revealed Law. | | 

By the Law of Natzre, we mean thoſe Principles of Good 
afid Evil, Jaſt and Unjuſt, which God hath Stamp'd upon the 
Minds of all Men, inthe very Cotiftitution of their Natures. 
There are ſome "things Eternally geod in themſelves ; Such 
as to W6fſhip God, to Honour our Parents , to ſtand to our 
Covertants,, to Live Peaceably- in the Government , front 
which we receive ProteRion ; arid the contrary to theſe will 
be' Eternally Evil ; the Heads of all which things thus good 
in themſelves, are writ fo plainly, and Zegibly, in'the Minds of 
Mankind, that there is no: Mah who is'come to the uſe of his 
Reaſon, bit muſt of neceſfity be convinced that to Practice 
theſe things will alway be his Duty, -and not to PraRice them, 
will always be Evil and a Sin. Now all theſe Heads, and 
Principles put together, is that we call the Lov of Nature, 
and this is' all the Rule of "Conſcience, that Mankind had, 
before God was pleaſed to diſcover his Will by more parti- 
Cular Revelaticuy, And this is that Law, which the Apoſtle 

B {>2aks 


$ A-Diſcourſe of Conſcience. 
fpeaks of when he ſaith that the Gentiles, who had not the Law of 
Moſes, yet had a Law written in their :Hea ts ; by their Acting 
according, to which, or contrary to which their . Conſcience 
did : bear Witneſs to them, and did either Accuſe them, or Excyſe 
them. _ * | q 
\But then Secondly, to us Chriſtians, God to this Law of Na- 
[ture hath ſuperadded a Revealed Law, which is contained in 
the Books of Holy Scriptures. Which Revealed Law yet, is 
not wholly of a different kind-from the former, nor doth it at 
all yoid the Obligation of it. But only thus ; God hath in his 
[Revealed Law, declared the Precepts of the. Law of Nature, 
more certainly , and accurately than before : He hath given 
greater Force and Strength to them than-they had before, b 
:the San&ions of greater Rewards, and Puniſhments: He hath 
likewiſe herein perfe&ed the Law of Nature, and hath obliged 
us, -in point of Duty, - to more and higher Inſtances of Vertue, 
_ than Nature did ſtritly Oblige us to : And Laſtly, He hath ad- 
. ded ſome Poſitive Laws for us to obſerve, which: were not at 
all-contained in the Law of Nature ; as for inſtance, to believe 
in Feſw Chriſt, in;order to Salvation ; to make all our Applica- 
tions to God, in the Name'of that Mediatour Chri/# Feſws ; 
to enter into a Chriſtian Society, by Baptiſm , and to Ex- ; 
ercile Communion with that Society, by partaking of the Lerds 
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Supper. 

Ty this is that Law, which we Chriſtians are Obliged to , == þ 
.as well as to the Law of our Natures ; and which as it is a Sum- | 
mary of all the Laws of Nature, ſo indeed isit a Summary of : 

all our Duty. So that if any Man will call it the great, | 
-or only Rule of Chriſtian Conſcience, I ſhall not much oppoſe | 
him, . provided that this be always Remembred, that, 

In the Third Place, when we ſay that the Natural and Re- 
vealed Law of God, is the juſt Rule, by which we are to Go- 
vern our Conſcience, or when we ſay that the Law of God, - Y 
as Revealed, and contained in the Bible, is to us Chriſtians, 
the j»ſ# Rule. Weare ſo to underſtand this Propoſition as to 
take into it, not- only all that is direaly, and expreſly Com- 
manded, or Forbidden by either of thoſe Laws : But alſo all 
that by plain Colle&ion of Right Reaſon in Applying Generals 


to Particulars, or comparing onething with anotherdoth appear 
to be Commanded or Forbidden by them. HT 
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4 Diſcourſe of Conſcience; Ro, 
.  _ So thatby the Law of Nature, as it is a Rule of Conſcience, 
we are not.only to underſtand the prime Heads, and moſt ge- 
neral Dicates of it, (which are but a few) but alſo all the'ne- 
ceſfary Deductions from thoſe. Heads. And by the Law of Scri- 
Prure, .as it is the Rule of Conſcience, we are not.only to un- 
- derſtand the expreſs Commands, and Prohibitions, we meet- 
 withthere, in the letter of the Text ; but all the things like- 
wiſe, thatr by. unavoidable Conſequence do follow from. 
thoſe Commands, ar Prohibitions. In a word, when we are 
deliberating with our ſelves, concerning the goodneſs, or bad- 
ne; the Lawfulneſs or Unlawfulnefs of this, or the other 
particular Action : We are-not only to look upon the letter of 
the Law, but to attend further to what that Law may be ſup- 
| poſed by a Rational Man to contain init. And if We becon- 
vinced, that the Action we. are deliberating about, is Com- 
manded, or Forbidden, by.dire& Inference, or by Parity of Rea- 
ſon ; we ought to:look upon it as a Duty, or a Sin, though it 
be not expreſly Commanded, or Forbidden, by the Law, in the 
6 | letter of it. . And.if neither by the letter of the Law ; nor by 
Conſequence from. it., nor by. Parity of Reafon ; the Action - 
before us, appear either to be Commanded, or Forbidden : In 
that Caſe, we. are to look upon it as an.indifferent Aion ; 
which we may do, or let alone, with a ſafe Conſcience ; or, 
: to expreſs the thing more properly, we are to look upon it as 
| an Action in which our Conſczence is not ſo much concerned as 
FE our Prudence. | | 
| * UI. Having thus given an account of the Rale of Conſcience, 
| that which Naturally follows next to.be conſidered, with Refe- 
rence to our preſent Colga 15,what ſhare Humane Laws have in the. 
Rule of, Conſcience ? whether. they be a. part of this Rule, and. 
; do really bind a Mans Conſcience to the Obſervance of them 
or no? which is our 'Third-:general Head.. | 
| Now as to- this, our Anſwer is, that. though the .Laws 
of God be the great , and.indeed the only Rule of Conſcience, 
yet the. Laws of Men , generally ſpeaking do alſo bind the .Con- - 
 Teience ,. and are a part.of its Rule in a Secondary Senſe, 
' that is, by. Vertug of .and, in Subordination to the Laws of 


ww 


% 


_ God. 
Rk L.ſhall briefly explain _the meaning of this, in the Four fol-- 
lowing Propoſitions... | 
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Firſt, there is nothing more certain than that the Law of 
God, as it w declared both by Nature, and Scripture doth Command 
#5, to Obey the Laws of Men. | 

'There-is no one Dictate of Nature, more Obvious to us, 
than this, that we are.to Obey the Government we Live un- 
der, in all honeft, and pale cnggs For this 15 indeed the Prin- 
' Cipal Law, and, Foundation of all Society. And -it- would be 
impoſlible,. either for Kingdoms, : or States ; 'for Cities, or Fa- 
milies to fubſift; ar atleaſt ro maintain themſelves in any-to- 
lsrable degree of Peace, and Happinels, if this be not acknow- 
ledged a Duty. | Hes Op | 72 

And then, as for the Laws of God in Scripture, -there is no- 
thing more plainly declared there, than, that 'it is'Gods Will, 
and.our Duty to Obey them that have the Ryle ' over 75; and'to 
Submit our ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake, 
and to be ſubſet nit only for Wrath but for Conſcience ſake. So that 
no man can,doubt that he is really bound in Duty to Obey the 


Laws of Men that are made by Juſt and Snfficient . Authoriey. 


And Conſequently. no' Man can doubt that Humane Laws'do 
really 'bind ' the Conſcience, and are one. part of-the Rule by 
which it is to be, dire&ted and governed. | 

But then having {aid this , we add this farther in the Second 
Place, that, Humane Laws do, not bind the Conſcience, -by any Ver- 
fue in themſeoes ; but meerly by Vertue of Gods Law, wh has 
Commanded that 2e ſhould im all things be” Subje&t to our - Lawful 
Governours, not only for Wrath but for Conſcience ſake. "ConlGi- 
ence is not . properly concerned with, any. Being in the World 
ſave God alone, it hath no Superiour. but him :'For the -very 
Notion of it,. as I have often 1aid, is no other than our Tudg- 
ment, of what things we are bound todo by.Gods, Law ; 'and what 
things we are Forbidden to. do by Gods Law. _ © 00 

So that all the Men in the-Wortd, cannot bind any-Mans 
Conſcience, by. Vertue of any Power or Authority, that 1s in 
' them : But now. God having --made it an everlaſting: Law ,-both 


by "Nature, and Scripture, that we ſhonlkd Obey thoſe -who-are 


ſet over us, whether they be our.Parents, or our, Maſters ;- and 
much more our Princes, and the Sovereign Legiſlative Power, 
under whom we Live ; by. Vertue of this Command of God, 
and this only , we are for ever bound in- Conſcience, to Go- 
yern our Actions, by thz. Commands that they impoſe upon us; 

| and 
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and thoſe Commands of theirs are a Rule (though a Conſequen- 


| tial, or a Secondary Rule,) by which. we. are to Govern our 


Conſcience, becaule they are the Inſtances of ,our Obedience, 
to.the Laws of God. | 


But:then in the Third Place, this is; alſo to be remembred ; 
that Humane Laws do no farther bind the Conſcience, and are a Rule 


of it, \than-as they are agreeable to the Laws of God. If any Law 


or Command of man, do claſh with any Law of God ; that 


Chriftians,as;laid down in the Scriptures; in.that Caſe,that Law 


or Command, by what Humane Authority ſoever it was made 


or given,,doth not bind our Conſcience, nor is any Rule of 
our A&jons. On the.contrary we are not at any Rate to yicld 


'Qbedience to/it ; but we.are ;here xeduced:,to, the Apoſtles 
.Caſe, and muſt-Ac& as they did ;that. is, ,we,,w# Obey, God ra- 


ther than Men, and we'Sin,-if we..do.not. For ſince, God on- 
ly hath proper and dire& Authority over our Conſcience, and 


Humane Pawer, only, by, Delegation from. him : And fince 
God hath, not_given; any .Commiſſjon to the. moſt Soveraign 


Princes. upon.Farth, ;to. alter.his Laws, or to, impoſe any thing 


upon his Subjects, that is inconfiſtent. with them. It follows by 
. neceſſary Conſequence, that,no, Man cam be Qbliged to, Obey 
any Laws,of-Men, farther-than. they are agreeable to, and con- 
ſiſtent with, the Laws of God. | ne St 1 


'Thers is yet aFourththing,, neceſſary to be taken in for the 


clearing:the-Poine, we are,uppn,,.and. that is this, That though 
Humane Laws, generally {peaking,.may be ſaid to. bind the 


Conſcience, and to;bea parriof its,Rule ; Yet we do not Af: 
- fort; that, every Humane Law, (though it doth not interfere 
, with any., of Gods Laws) doth at ;all times, and in all Caſes, 


Oblige , every Mans Conſcience to Attive Obedience to it ; 10 as 
he Tranſgreſs it. No, it 
would. be | a. very. hard/ thing to affirm this; and I do not 


know what Man-amongus, upon thele Terms would be In- 


E , nocent,.. 


{Thus.much, I believe we, may ſafely lay down as a Truth ; 
That where: either the Matter.of the Law is of ſach a Nature ; 


that the Publick, or ſome private Perſon ſhall Suffer Damage, or 
 Inconvenience, by our nor Obſerving it. Or Secondly. "Though 


the Law, as to the matter of it be neyer ſo Trifling ; nay, 
though 
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though perhaps all things conſidered, it be-an inconvenient- 


Law ; yet if the Manney.of our not Obeying it, be ſuch, asgives . 


Offence to our Superiours, or-to any others; that is, .cither Ar- 
tellow Subjects: T fay-in either of theſe Caſes; t 


- 


s Tranſpreſ: 


ſion of a Humane Law, renders a Man guilty of a Fault, as well 
as Obnoxious to the Penalty of that Law. But-out of. theſe. 
two Caſes I muſt-confeſs, I do not ſee how a purely Humane. 


L.aw doth Oblige the Conſcience ; or how the 'Tranſpreflion 


gues a Contewpt,of Authority, or lets .an ping before our 


of it, doth make 'a Man guilty of Sin, before God: For itis . 


certain if we-ſecure theſe two Points : that is to ſay,. the good 
of the Publick, and of Priyate Perſons; and with all the Sa- 
credneſs, and Reſpe&. which is. due to Authority, (which is 


likewife in Order - to- the Publick mow gy ky Anfwer all 
| | making Laws, or lay- 


the Ends, for which the Power'o 


ing Coinmands upon Inferiours, was Committed by God” to. 


Mankind. Z 
'So that though it be true, that- Humane Laws do Oblige 


the Conſcience, yet it is alſo true that a great many Caſes. 
may, and4o happen, in which - a Man- may-A&-contrary to a. 
purely Humane Law, and yet not'be a Sinner before God. 


Always ſuppofing (as I faid,)* there be no Contempr, or Refra- 
Forineſs expreſſed towards the Governours : Nor,'no- Scandal , 
ar ill. Example given to others, by tbe Aden. » For if there be 


either of theſe. in the Caſe, I darenot-acquit the Man, from . 
' being a Tranſgrefſour"of Gods Law, in the inſtance, wherein 


he Tranſgreffeth the I:aws of Men. 


= 


For this is that which we inſiſt upon ; that the Authority of | 
our Governours ought to be held, and eſteemed very facred, 
both becauſe the Laws of * God, and the Publick/good require it - 


ſhould 'be fo. And therefore, wherever they do peremptori- 
Fs 

0 
to ſeem.todoit. And though their Commands, asto the mat- 


ter of. them, be never 1o {light 3 nay, though they ſhould prove - 
really inconvenient, either to-our elves. or the Publick: Yet - 
 if-they /fand.upon them,. if they perſiſt in requiring our Obedi- - 


ence to them ; we muſt yield; we muſt Obey; always ſuppo- 


ting they be not againſt Gods-Laws.For we are at no hand either - 


lay their Commands upon us, were 'bound-in Conſcience - 
far to comply, | as not to conteſt the matter with them ; nor. 


 ro.,affront their Authority. our-ſelyes or. to encourage others, by. 
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our, Example, ito do it. For .to do either of theſe things is a. 


greater Evil to the Publick, than our Obedience to an inconve- 
nient; Law can eaſily be. | 


IV. And now it is time for us to apply what hath been ſaid 


in General, concerning the Rule of Conſcience, and the Obligari- 


on of Humane Laws ; to the particular Matter here before us; 


: 


ku) 


that is, the buſineſs of Church Communion ; The Obligation of Cn 
ſcience to which, in ſuch manner as the Laws have appointed, 


is the Fourth general Head we are to conſider. 


This point of -the Obligation, tro Communion with the Church, as 
by Law «dug. os hath been largely handled by ſeveral Learned 
Men of our Church, and particularly it is the Argument of 
one of thoſe Diſcourſes which have lately been writ for the 
{fake of our Diſſenters. Thither therefore I refer the Reader 
for full Satisfaction about this Matter, being or:ly juſt to touch 
upon it here, as one of the. Principles we take for granted, and 
ſhall proceed upon in the :following Diſcourſe. 


\ . And here the Propoſition we lay down is this, That it z every 


fon in Communion with that Church, which # Eſtabliſhed by Law 
in the place where he lives : ſo long as that Church «s a true , ſound 
part + the Catholick Church, and there u nothing impoſed or requi- 
red as a Condition of Communicating with it, that is Repugnant to 
the Laws of God, or the Appointments of Teſs Chriſt. . 

This Propoſition is Evident, not only becauſe it Neceſlarily 


- 014 


Man is bound .in Conſcience to Obey the Laws of Men that 
are not contrary to the Laws of God; and' therefore conſe- 
quently a Man is bound to. Obey in Eccleſiaſtical matters, as well 
as Civil , unleſs it can be ſhewed that Chriſt hath forbid all Hu- 
mane Authority whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, to make any 
Laws,or Orders about Religion ; which I believe never was or 
can be ſhew'd :). 

But it is Evident upon another Account, which I defire may 


- be conſidered. We are all really bound by the Laws of Feſzs 


Chrif, and the Nature of his Religion to preſerve as much as in 
us lyes the Unity of the Church : Which Unity doth confſilt not 
only in profefling the ſame Faith, but. joyning ,together with 
our Brethren under Common Governovrs in the ſame Religious 
Communion of Worſhip, and Sacraments. And therefore Wore 

t | reaks 


14 A Diſconrſe of Conſelente; 


breaks this Uyity of the Church, by wikhatawing his 


doth really tranſgrefs the Laws of Feſws Chriſt; ah 
of that Sid of Schife go | Cautic 


Appeal to the Min, Who 
: ks Ser requi- 
211 ——m—_— HV MY » nets. rs, mig 
ondition of holding Communion wich 


this buſinefs of coming to Church, and joyning with us inPray- 


than this comes to. The withdrawing our Cominugionfrom 


atis purely Hamane. For though we 8s readily 
grant that all the, Circumſtances of Publick Worſhip | 

r Inſtance, the Ties, the Gott 
Forms of Prayer, the Methous of Reading the Scrip 


without Sinning againſt Teſzs. Chrift, as well asO 
the Eccleſiaſtical Laws —_ : h 
. A Humane Taw grounded upon a Divine, or. to ſpeak more 
properly, a Drvine Law modify'd or Clothed with "ſeveral 
Circumſtances of Mans Appointment, doth Create another 
kind of Obligation tipon every Subje& , than a Law that \s 
purely Humane ; that is to fay a Law, the matter of which is 
neither Good nor Evil in it Ielf, but perfectly indifferent. o- 
| : _ 
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A: Diſcourſe of Conſcience; 15. 
the:-former Caſe, we muſt yield Obedience to the Law, as to 
the Law of God:; however it comes Clothed with Circum- 
ſtances of Mans Appointment. In the other Caſe we only 
yield Obedience as: to the Command of Man ; and for no 
other reaſon, than that God in general hath Obliged us to Obey 
our Superiors. | | 

To make this a. little plainer ; let us for Inſtance take the 


bufineſs of Paying Tribute and Cuſtom in this Nation ; in which 


Caſe there is a- Complication of a Divine Law, with a Hu- 
mane, .as it is in the Caſe. we are now upon,, That every Sub- 


© Je&t ſhould Pay Tribnte to whom Tribute is due ; Cuſtom to whons 
| Cuſtom i due ; 15 a Law of God; as being a branch both of 


Natural and Chriſtian Juſtice : But out of what Goods we 
ſhould Pay Tribute or Cuftom, or what Proportion of thoſe 
Goods ſhould be paid, this is not defined either by the Law of 
Nature orthe Law of the Goſpel, but is left to the Determination 
of the Municipal-Laws of every'Kingdom. But now, becaulc 
Humane Authority doth interpole in this Aﬀair, and ſettles 
what'every Man 1s to Pay to the King, and outof what Com- 
modities; doth it therefore follow, that if a Man can by Fraud 
or-Concealment detain the-Kings Right from: him, that he in- 
curs no.other: guilt for this, but only the Tranſgrefling of an 
A& of Parliament, and the being Obnoxious to the Penalties, 
in Caſe he be dete&ed ? No certainly ; for all that the Cuſtoms 
it} that manner and form be ſettled upon the King by Humane 
Law only ; yet the matter of that Law being a Point of Natu- 
ral Juſtice: betweety Man and Man ; the Man that is thus Guil- 
ty, ought to.look upon himſelf as an Offender againſt the Di- 
vine.Law';: as an unjuſt Perſon before God. And his willing- 
neſs to. Submit-to the Forfeiture of his Goods, will not render 
him lefs unjuſt; or more excuſeable. | 
"The Caſs 1s much the ſame as to the matter we have. now 
befbreius: ' It' is not a: meer. Humane Law, or A& of Parlia- 
ment that Obligeth us: to keep: the Unity of the-Church ; to 
bring our Children ta.be made Chriſtians by Baptiſm ; to meet 
together at. Solemn times for the Profeſhon of our Faith, for 
the Worſhipping God, for the Commemorating: the-Death of 
our Saviour in the Sacrament of his Supper. All this-is tyed up- 
on us by the Laws of Chriſt, Theſe things are as much required 
of us by God, as Chriſtians: 7 it 15 required that we ſhould Pay 
the 


by C 
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the King, and every Man, what is due to them, if we- would 
not be diſhoneſt and unjuſt. It is true that the particular Forms, 
and Modes, and Circumſtances of doing theſe things, are-not 
Commanded, nor preſcribed, by the Laws of Chriſt, in this. 
Inſtance of Church Communion, no more than they are pre- 
{cribed by the Laws of God in the other Inſtance I gave :- 
But they are left intirely to the Prudenceand Diſcretion of the 
Governours.that God hath ſet over us in-Eccleſiaſtical matters ; 
juſt as they are in the other. . But in the mean time theſe things. 
thus Clothed by Humane Authority, as to their Circumſtances > 
Yet being for the Matter ofthem, bound upon us by Chrift him-. 
{elf, we can no more deny our Obedience to the Publick Laws- 
about them, than we can in the other Inſtance I have named. 
Ard that Man may as. well for Inftance , purge himſelf from- 
the Imputatioan of- Knavery before God, that will. contrive a- 
way of his own, for the Paying his juſt Debts contrary to what- 
the Law of the Land hath declared to be Juſt and Honeſt:: As: 
any Man can acquit himſelf from the' Sin of Schiſm before 
God, that will chuſe a way of his own for the Publick Wor-: 
thip, different from, and in oppoſition to what the Laws of: 
the Church have preſcribed ; always ſuppoſing,. that the Wor- 
ſhip Eſtabliſhed be Commanded by juſt Authority, and there 
be nothing required in it as' a Condition of Communion that. 
3s. againſt the Laws of Feſws Chriſt. | : 
The Sum of all this-is, that it is-every Mans Duty by the: - 
Laws of Chriſt; as well-as.the Eaws of Man, to Worſhip God: 
in the way of. the Church ; ſo long as there is nothing. required. 
in that Worſhip, that can juſtly offend the Conſcience of. a 
Wiſe and Good Chriſtian, And-therefore there is. more in de- 
parting from the Communion of the Church, when. we can: 
Lawfully hold ic, than meerly the Violatiewof a Statute, or. 
a Humane Law, for we cannot do.it without breaking the Law 
of God. Nay ſo much is it againſt the Law of God to do this; 
that I think no Authority upon Earth can warrant it. So.that 
even if there was. a Law made, which ſhould Ordain that wilful 
_ cauſleſs Separation from the Eſtabliſhed Church ſhould be allow- 
_ edand tolerated, and no Man ſhould be called to an Account 
for it :. yet nevertheleſs ſuch a Separation would {till he a Schi/r2,. 
would ſtill be a Sin,againft God ; for no Humane Law can make 
that Lawful which Gods Law hath forbid. ao 
NCTC : 
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There now only remains our laſt general Head about Con- 
ſcience to be ſpoken to, and then we have done with our Prel;- 
minary Points: And that is concerning the Authority of Conſci- 
ence, or how far a Man # Obliged to follow or be guided by bis Con- 
ſcience in bu AQions. | 

When we ſpeak of the Obligation of Conſcience, or-of be- 
ing bound in Conſcience to do or not to do an Action, it ſuf- 
ficiently appears from what hath been ſaid, that we can mean 
no more by theſe Phraſes than this, that we are convinced in 
our Judgment that it 1s our Duty to do this or the other Adi- 
on, becauſe we believe that God hath Commanded'it. Or 
we are perſwaded in our Judgment that we ought to forbear 
this or the other Action, becauſe we betieve that God hath for- 
bidden it. | 

This now being that which we mean by the Obligation of 
Conſcience, here we come to inquire how far this Perſwaſion or 
Judgment of ours, conczrning what is our Duty, and what is 
Sinful, hath Authority over us; how far it doth Oblige us to 
A&-or not A& according to it. 

Now in Order to the reſolving of this we muſt take Notice, 
that our Judgment concerning what God hath Commanded, or 
Forbidden, or left Indifferent, is either true or fafſe. We ei- 
ther make a right Judgment of our Duty, or we mike 
a wrong one. In the former Cafe we call our Judgment a 
Right Conſcience ; in the latter we call it an Erroneons Conſci- 
ence. As for thoſe Caſes where we doubt and hefitate, and 
know not well how to make any Jucgmemt at all (which is 
that we call a Doubting Conſcience -, but indeed is proper- 
ly no Conſcience, unleſs by Accident,) we. have nothing here 
to do with them, but ſhall reſerve'th:m to another place. Here 
we ſuppoſe, that we do make a Judgment of the thing ; that is, 
we are: perfwaded in our Minds, concerning the goodneſs or 
badneſs of this, or the other Action : And that which we are 
to enquire into is, how far that Judgment binds us to At ac- 
cording to it. | 
_ - Nowif. our Conſcience be a Right Conſcience ; that is, if we. 
have truly informed our Judgmenr according to the Rule ot 
Gods Law ; it is beyond all Queſtion, and acknowledged by 
all the World, that we are in that Caſe perpetually bound to 
AR according to our Judo It is for ever our Duty fo to 
- 2 _ 
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do; and there can no blame, no guilt fall upon us, for fo-do. 

ing, let the Conſequence of our Acting, or not Atting , be- 
what it will. So that as to a Right Conſcience, 'or a well 

informed Judgment, there is no. Diſpute among any ſort 'of 
Men: | *. | 
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But the great thing to be inquired into, is, what Obligation: 


a Man is under to A& according to his Judgment, fuppoling it 

be falſe, ſuppoſing he hath not rightly informed his Conſcience, _ 

but hath- taken up falſe meaſures of what God hath Comman- - 
ded, or-Forbidden. - 


Now for the Reſolution of this, I' lay. down-'theſe Three. 


Propoſitions, which I think will take 'in all that is 'need- 
tul, for the giving Satisfaction to every one, concerning this.. 
Point. | | 


Firſt. 7/here a Man & miſtaken in his fudgment, even in that 


Caſe it is ahvays a Sin to A& againſt-it. Be our Conſcience ne- 
ver ſo ill inſtructed, as to what is Good or Evil, though we 
ſhould take that for a Duty which is really a -Sin ; and on the 
contrary, that for, a $i which is really a Daty : yet. ſo. long as. 
we are thus perſwaded, it will be highly Criminalin us, to A& 
in contradiction. to this perfwaſion ; and the reaſon. of this is. 


evident, becauſe, by ſo doing, we wilfully A& againſt the beſt 


light which at preſent we have, for the Dire&ion of our ARi- 


ons; and conſequently our 7 is as faulty and 'as wicked, 
in conſenting to ſuch Actions, as if we had had truer Notions ot 
things. | EE 2 

We are. to remember, 'that-the [Rule of our Duty, what- 


—_ 


ever it be in it ſelf, cannot touch or affe&t our Actions, bat 


by the Mediation of our Conſcience; that is., no farther'than 
as it is apprehended by us,. or as we do underſtand ' and +re- 
member it. So that when all is done, the immegiate Gnide df. 
our Actions, can be nothing but our - Conſcience ; our! Judgment 
and. Perſwaſion, .concerning the Goodneſs, or Badneſs; or Tn- 
OO OUR ©. Ia PINE A 
Itis.true in all thoſe Inftances. where we- are miſtaken ; our 
Conſcience proves but a very bad and unſafe Guide ; becaile it. 
hath ic ſelf loſt, its way, in not following its: Rale as it- ſhould. 
have done-:- but however our Gaide {till it is, and we have mo. 
other Guide of our Actions but that. -And if we may aiwfiil- 
ly refuſe to be guided by ic inone Inftance,we may with as much . 
reaſon reject irs Guidance in all. What 
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What is the. Notion that any of us hath of a Wilful Sin, or 
a- Sin againſt Knowledge, but this ? That we have done other- 
wiſe'than we were convinced to be.our Duty, at the fame time 
that we did o. And what other meaſures have we of any Mans 
Sincerity or Hypocrifie ? but.only this; that he Acts according to 
the-beſt of his Judgment, 'or thathe doth not Ac - according. 
to what he pretendsto Believe. | 
We do not indeed fay, that every 'one is a'good 'Man that 
Adts according to his Judgment ; or that he is to be commend- 
ed for all-Aions'that are:done in purſuance of his. Perfwaſi- 
on : No, we meaſure Vertue and Vice by-the Rule, according to. 
which a Man'ought to 'Adt; /as:well as. by the Mans intention: 
in Afing. But however we all - agree that 'that Man is a 
Knave, that in any inſtance Adts contrary to that which he - 
" took to be his duty. And in paſling this Sentence we have 
-no regard to this, whether the-Man was'Right or: miſtaken in. 
his Jadgment, - for 'be this Judgment Right or Wrong, True or 
Falte ; it is all -one as to-his Honeſty, in Acting or''not Acting 
according to it. | 
He that hath a falſe Perſwaſion of things , fo long as that 
Perſwaſion continues, _ is often as well ſatisfied tharihe is in the 
Right, as if his Perſwaſion was true. That's, he is 'oftentimes 
as Confident when he 15 in aniError-, 'as when he: 1s in the 
Right. And thereforewwecannot but:conclude, .that he, who 
being under a miſtake, will be tempted to Act contrary to his . 
Judgriient ;'' would certainly upon the! ſame Temptation Act 
contrary to it,/ was his Jadgmene'never- ſo-well -informed. And 
: therefore His Wl being as bal in theone Cafe, as im the other, 
: 65s egtally/a' Sihfier:as)totheI/3f@heſs of the! Crime ;:.tho - 
Fo vo inether reſpe&s there will be a' great difference ur; the 
- *Phis I'believe is the' Senſe of all Menin this matter. If a 
Vian for inſtance, ſhould of a Few become a 'iChrifian ; while | 
"yet in' his Heart He believedtithat' the? 1 is Hoti'yet. come, 
-ahd that ourFord Fe/ſa*was arr Inppoſtor.! rOtif a Papiſt ſhould | 
*to ferve foinie - phivate/ends, Renounce'ths Communion of-the | 
\Roman Church, and joyn with ours'; while yer he .is/ perfwa- - 
 *Yedtharthe Rowan Church'is the 9315" Carbolick Church; and 
"hint our Refornitt' Churches are! Heretival cor / Sobiftaatical : | 
"Efoligh mow hers is Wong of vis will deny 'c{{aturhd/ a et 
e 21NG, ; TH. 1 
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both theſe Caſes have made a good change ; as having chatiged * 


\ a falſe Religion for a true one: yet tor all that, I dare ay, we 


ſhould all agree, they were both .of them great Villains and 
:Hypocrites,, for making that change; becauſe'they made it not 
upon Honeſt Principles, :and in purſuance of their Judgment, 
but in dire& Contradicion to both. Nay I dare ſay, we 
ſhould all of us think better of an ignorant well meaning Pro- 
teftant ; that being ſeduced by the perſwaſions and Artifices 
.of a cunning Popiſh FaFor, did really out of Conſcience, aban- 
.don ' our: Communion , : and go_ over to the Romaniſts ; as 
thinking theirs to be the ſafeſt : I ſay we ſhould all of us enter- 


tain a; more favourable Opinion of ſuch a Man in ſuch a Caſe; 
though really here the change is made from a true Religion to 


a falſe one; than we ſhould of either of the other Men I have 
before named. All this put together is abundantly ſufficient to 
ſhew that no Man can in any Gaſe Act againſt his Judgment or 


 Perſwaſion, but he is Guilty of Sin in {o doing. 


But .then, our Second Propoſition is this, The -miſtake of a 
'Mans Tudgment may be of ſuch a Nature, that as it will be a 
Sin to Af againſt his Judgment, ſo it will likewiſe be a Sin to Ai 
.according to it. . T7 PSY 

For what Authority foever a Mans Conſcience has over him, 


' it. can never bearhim out, it he:do. an Evil thing in, compli- 


.ance with it. My Judgment is (as we have faid) the Guide of 
my Actions ; but it may through my negligence be ſo far 
miſguided it ſelf ; as thatif I follow it, it will lead me into 


;the moſt horrid:Crimes inthe World. - And: will it be a ſuffi- 
.Ccient Excuſeor Juſtification'of my;Action in;ſuch a: Caſertolay ; 


that indeed herein d did but: A& accarding.to: my Perſwafion ? 
No verily, may ascertainly be damn'd without Repentance,for 
Acting according to- my Judgment, in ſome Caſes , where tis 
miſtaken, as I ſhall be, for 'Ating contrary to it inother Caſes 
where it is rightly informed..,'* :, ,., /:/..- : 


And the Reaſoriof this is. yery-plain,} It is. not my. Judg- 
: merit or:Perſwaſion that! makes, .Good,,or, Ew4l,. Right, or Wrong, 
 Fuſtice.or Injuſtice} Vertue or Vice.” / But it is the Nature of things 


themſelves;. and the Law of God, (and of Men under. that) 


Commanding or Forbidding things, that makes them fo. If 


the. Adoral: Coodneb or Badneſs of Aftipns was. to be meaſu- 


 zed by. Mens Opinions atid Perſivaſions ;; then Good and Evil, 


Duty 


- 
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Duty and Sin, would be the moſt various, uncertain things i! 
the World. They would change the Natures as often as - Me 
change their Opinions; and that which to Day is a Vertue, . 
to Morrow would be a Crime ; and that which in one Man ,. 

would be a range good Acion,-.would in another Man be. 

b a Prodigious Piece of Villany ; though yet there was no dit- 
ference in the Action it ſelf, or in the Circumſtances of the 
Man that did it, fave only the difference of Opinion. | 3 

But ſuch conſequences as theſe are intolerable, nor indeed do- 

Men either talk or think after this manner. Every Man when 

he ſpeaks .of Good or Evil, Lawful or Unlawful, means ſome- 

certain fixed thing which it 15 not in his Power to alter the Na- 

ture and Property of. That Action is good, and a Duty ,, 

which is either ſo in it ſelf, or made ſo by ſome Poſitive Law 

of God. And that Aion is Evil, and a Sin, that is Forbid by. 

God in either of theſe ways.. So that unleſs it was in our Pow- 4 
er ta change the Nature.of things,. or to alter the. Laws of God; : 

if it will unavoidably follow , that we ſhall be. for -ever Obli- 
FS ged to do ſome Actions, and to forbear others, what-- 
| ever our Judgment concerning them is ; And conſequently 
we may be Guilty. of Sin, if in theſe inſtances we Act. 
contrary. te. this Obligation ; though at the ſame time it . 
way happen that we are firmly perſwaded that we ought ſo . 
todo. 
And thus is our Propoſition fully proved ; but then for the - 
further clearing of it, I deſire it may be taken notice of, that: 
we do not thus lay it down, that every miſtake of Judgment . - 

about Good or Evil, doth involve a Man in Sin, if he A& ac-- 

cording to that miſtake : But only thus, the miſtake of a Mans - 

Judgment may be of ſuch a Nature, that as it will be a Sin in 

him to AR againſt it, ſo it will likewiſe be Sin to A according 

to it. It is not every Error in. Morals that brings a Man under 

the neceflity of Sinning, if he purſues it in his Actions. A. 

Mans Conſcience may miſtake its Rule in a Hundred inſtances, - 

and yet he may: ſafely 'enough A according to it. - And the 

Reaſon is, becauſe a Man may entertain a great many miſtakes, . 
and falſe Notions of his Duty, and A& according to them 

I tg £ 6nd yet in ſuch Acions he ſhall not Tranſgreſs. any Law. 

f QI GBQQ..: ) ' | ; 


Now. - . 
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Now: this that I ſay, holds chiefly: in theſs two inſtances. 
For-Example inthe. firſt place, if a Man believe a thing to be. 
- Commanded by. God which yet indeed is not-; but neither 


1s it Forbidden'-: As 'if 'a- Mar ſhould} think himſelf. Obli-- 


.ged 'to . retire himfelf from-his baſineſs, Seven times or Three 
times a Day, for the-purpoſe of Devotion ; or to give half of 
his yearly Income to Pious afid Charitable uſes, if he care do. its 
without Prejudice to his Family. Now in this Caſe he is cer- 
tainly-miftaken- in'his Duty ;- for the Law of God: hath 'not 
bound him up to-ſuch meaſures itt either of theſe! inftances's' 
But-yetbecauſe God hath not onthe other hand laict any Com- 
.mands upon him to the contrary; it is certain he may in both 


theſe inſtances A& according to this miſtake without any Guile - 


boiind to'Ad accordingly: : { bas 


" Again, in the ſecond place, if a- Man believe a thing to-be 


Forbidden by'Gods Law, which yer is not3- but neither is it 
Commanded : As for inſtance, if a Man think that he ought 
by Vertue of -a Divine Command, to abſtain from all Meats 
that are ſtrangled 'or have Blood' in them-; or if he believe it 
unlawful to Play at Cards or Dite:; or that it is Forbidders by 
Gads Word to let'out Money at Intereſt + Why in-all theſe- 
Caſes he may follow his Opinion, though -it-be-a falſe -one, 
without Sin.; Nay, he is bound to follow it, becauſe it is the 
Di&ate of his -Conſcience, however his Conſcience be miſta-- 
ken. And the reaſons pn, becauſe- though he be miſtaken - 
in his Judgment about theſe matters, yet ſince God hath not- 
by any Law,” Forbid thele things';'there is: no+ Tranſpreflion 
follows upon adting according.to ſuch ai miſtake. 
Bur then in other Cafes where a Mans miſtake happens to 
be of ſuch a Nature, as that he cannot- a& according to his 
Conſcience, but aug nei fome Law'of God; by which 
Conſctence'onght to-be Governed ;' as; for” iaſtance, when® a 
Man looks upon that as a Lawful Action, or 'as-a Duty, whigh 
God hath Forbidden ; or looks upon that as a Sin, or at leaſt 
an indifferent Action, which God hath Commanded:; here ic 
- 45 that the miſtake becomes dangerous. And in lach Caſes 
the Man'is brought into that fad DiJemma-we have'beent repre- 
ſenting, wiz. That if he ad according to his Perſwaſion he 
Tranſgreiſeth Gods Law., and ſo is a Sinner o_ that 
Account : 


\ 
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Account : if he Ads againſt his Perſwaſion , then he is 
ſif condemned , and very guilty before God upon that 
Account. | ” 

Well, but is there ho avoiding of this ? Muſt it be hid down 
45 aconftant Univerſal Truth ; chat in al Caſts where a Mans 
Judgment happens to be contrary to the Rule of His'Dury, Com- 
manding, or Fotbidding an Action ; he'muft of neceffity Sin ; 
whether he A&, or not A@ accorlling to that Judgment 2 
If indeed he A againft his Conſcience, it is readily granted. 
he Sins; but it ſeems yery hard, that he ſhould be under a ne- 
ceflity of Sinning when he Ads according to it ; eſpecial 
when he is perfealy ignorant of, os miſtakenin the Law againit. 
which he Offends. ca Ry | 
_ This is indeed the great difficulty. that occurs in this: mat-- 
ter ; and for the'lintying it, I lay downi'this third general Pro- 
poſition, viz. That the great thing to' be attindel tov in this Caſe 
of 8 Mans following a miſtaken Tudgment , i the Culpableneſs 
or a: gl ; the. Fanltineſs cor Innocence of the miſidke , 
upon which he Aﬀs ; for according as this s , ſo will hu Guilt 
7 F-aks. actcording to it be it ether greater or eſs, or none 

We do-not ſiy tHat a Manis always Guilty of a Sin before: 
God, when upon' a miſinformatior; of Judgment, he omits. 
that which. Gotls Law hath Command ; -or doth that which 
Gods Law hath forbidden. No, though theſe Omiffions or 
Aions thay be Td to be Sins in themfelves; that is, as to. 
the Matter of them 3 as beirig 'Trattſpreffions 'of Gods Law : 

Yet before we affirm that- they will be ithputed co. a Man as 
tfach; that-is, prove formally Sinsxo him ; we firſt conſider the 
Nature of the Action, and the Circumitances of the Man. If. 
we find upon Exatnination 'that 'the inſtance. wherein Gods 
Law is. Tratſpgreffed; 'is/ fach an inftance as even an 
Honeſt. minded Man may well. be poſts to. miſtake 
in : And if we find fkewiſe that the Man had not fuffici- 
ent means for the. informing Himfelf aright as to this matter ;. 
and that he Hath:done all that he could 'do inthis Circumſtances 
to underſtand his Daty :- Tf. in fuch a Caſt as this he be mifta-- 
ken in his aty'; ard 'A& pon that miftake;' yer we do not- 
tay that the Mah'is. properly Guilty of. any Sin in that*'Adtion, 
however - that  Attion is indeed 


contrary to the Law of God. 


<> 
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On the contrary we believe him to be Innocent as to this mat- 


ter ; nor will God ever call him to an Account for what he hath 
done or omitted in theſe Circumſtances 
And the:Reafons and Grounds ' upon which we affirm this 


are plain and Evident at the firſt hearing. No Man .can be 


Obliged to do more then what is in his Power to do. And 
what ever a Man is not Obliged to do, it is no Sin in him if he 
do it not. . Sothat if a Man do all that one in his Circunſtan- 
ces can, or ſhould do,,.for the right underſtanding of his Du- 
ty : If he happens to. be miſtaken ; that .miſtake .cannot be 
imputed to-him. as: a. Sin ; becauſe he was not Obliged 
to underſtand better... . And if his miſtake be no Sin, it 
is certain to At according to that miſtake can be no Sin 
neither. | cots: £ BE 

_ So that the whole point of. Sinning, or. not Sinning. in fol- 
lowing an Erroneows Conſcience. lies here. Whether the Man 
that is thus miſperſwaded, is to be blamed or not blamed, for 
his Miſperſwafion. If the Error he hath taken up, do not pro- 
ceed from his own Fault and Negligence ; but was the pure un- 
avoidable Effe&s of the Circumſtances, in which he is placed ; 
(which Circumſtances we ſuppoſe he contributed nothing to, 
but he was put into them by the diſpoſition of Divine Provi- 
dence :) then of what Nature ſoever the Error be ; he doth not 
contract any Guilt by any A&ion which he doth in purſuance 


of that Error. Butif ic was in his power to Rectifie that 


Error ; if he had Means and Opportunities to inform his Con- 
ſcience better ; and the Nature of the Action was ſuch, that it 
was his Duty 1o to do : So that he muſt be accounted Guilty 
of a Groſs and Criminal Negle& in not doing it : In this Caſe 
the Man is a Tranſgrefſor , and accountable unto God, as 
{uch, for all the Actions that. he doth, or omits, contrary to 
Gods Law; while he Acts under that miftake, or in purſuance 
of it. And accordingly as this Neglect ot Careleſneſs is great- 
er or leſs; ſo is the Sinfulneſs of the Action which he doth in 
purſuance of it, greater or leſs likewiſe.  . 

And this is a plain account of this matter. So that we. ſee 
there is no F Fu penal x neceflity laid upon any Man to 
commit a Sin by Acting according. to' his Conſcience. But 
if at any time he be brought under thoſe ſad Circumſtances, 
he brings that neceflity upon himſelf; God never. put any 


Man 
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Man into ſuch a Condition, but that he might do. that Duty 
which.. was required of him ; and be able to give a good ac- 
count of his Actions. But here is the thing ; Men by their 
Vice and Wickedneſs ; by neglecting the Means of Inſtruction, 
that are afforded them ; and not uſing their Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding as. they ſhould do; may fuffer themſelves to be 
brought under the Bondage of ſuch Falſe and Evil Principles ; 
that they ſhall ſo long as they hold thoſe Principles, fall into Sin,, 
whether they a& according to their Conſcience , or a&t a- 
gainſt ic. 

I have. done with the general Points concerning Coxſcience,,. 
which I thought needful co be premiſed, as the Grounds. 
and Principles of our following Diſcourſe. I now come to: 
that which I at firſt propoſed ; and for the ſake of which 
all this is intended ;. that is, to ſpeak to the Caſe of thoſe 
that Separate from the Communion of the Church of England , «p- 
on this pretence ;, That it #. againſt their Conſcience to join with us 
in it. | 
Now all that I conceive needful to be done, in order to a full 
diſcuſfion of this Caſe, and giving ſatisfa&tion' about it, are theſe: 
Two.things, 

Firſt, To Separate the pretences of Conſcience that are tru- 
ly and juſtly made, in ths matter, from the falſe ones : Or 
to: ſhew who thoſe are that can rightly plead Conſci: 
ence for their Nonconformity ;. and who thoſe are that 
Cannot. | | 

Secondly, To inquire how far this Plea of Conſcience, when 
it 15 truly made, will juſtifie any Diſſenter that continues in $ eparati- 
on from the Church, as Eſtabliſhed among ws ; and what is to be: 
done by. ſuch a Perſon, in order to his Ating with: a ſafe and 
good Calaſcience in this affair. 

Our firſt inquiry is what is required in order to any Mans 
truly. pleading Conſcience for his refuſing to joyn in Commu- 
nion with the. Eſtabliſhed Church. Or who thoſe Perſons are- 
that can with juſtice make that Plea for themſelves. 

I think it. very convenient to begin my Diſquiſition' here, be- 
cauſe by removing all the falſe Pretences to. Conſcience., the 
Controverſie will be brought into a much leſs compaſs ;. and the: 
difficulries that ariſe will he more eaſily untyed. The truth is, 
if the thing be examined, I believe it will bz found , that the 
D 2. pretence: 
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pretence to Conſcience in the matter we are talking of, is, "as 
in many.other Caſes, extended 'miuth farther chan'ir'ooght' to - 
be. My meaning is, that of all thoſe. who think fit ro with” 
draw from our Communion, and to live in Difobedience to 


For ſince, as we have faid, Conſciehce is nothing eHe but 
a Mans Judgment concerning Actions, . whether they be Du- 
ties, or Sins, or Indifferent : And fince the Law of God Conr- 
manding or Forbidding A&ions; or; nzither Commanding 
them, nor Forbidding 'them ; is the only Rule by which a 
Man can judge what: Actions are Duties, and” are Sins, 
and what are Indifferent : It plainly follows ; that. a Man 
cannot be bound in Conſcience to do any Aion, which it doth 
not appear to him that Gods Law hath ſome way or other 
Commanded, and made a Duty : ſo neither can it go againſt a 
Mans Conſcience,to doany Aion which he is not conyinced that 
Gods Law hath ſome way or other, Forbidden, and 'fo made a 
Sin. And therefore-in our preſent Cafe, that Man only can juſt- 
ly plead Conſcience for his Nonconformity that cat truly fay 
he is perſwaded in his Judgment that Conformity is Forbidden 
by ſome Law of God ; Or which is the fams thing ; No Man 

| Call 


God in ſo doing. | 


A Diſcourſe of Conſcience. 2” 
can By it 15 againſt his Conſcience to joyn in our Communion, 
but ſuch a one as really believes he ſhall Sin againſt fome 
Law of God, if he do joyn with us. | 

- If againſt this it be excepted ; that it is very poſſible far a 
Man to be well fatisfied that there is nothing direaly Sinful in 
'our Worſhip ; but yet for all that it may be againſt his Con- 
ſcience to joyn with us in it : As for inſtance, in the Caſe 
where a'Man takes it really to be his Duty to hold conſtant 
-Communion with ſome- ather Congregation , where he be- 
lieves he can be more Edified, or to which he is related by 
ſome Church Covenant : To this I Anſwer, that in this Caſe, 
I grane Conſcience is rightly pleaded for Separation (though 
how juſtifiably I do not now Examine: ) But then I ſay this 
Plea proceeds upon the ſame Grounds I juſt now laid down. For 
if the Man (as. is ſuppoſed in the Caſe) be convinced that it is 
his Duty: by Gods Law, (as there is no other meaſure of Duty) 
to.hold Communion with others, and not with us ; then he 
muſt at the ſame time be convinced that he cannot withour 
Tranſgreflion of Gods Law , (that is, without Sin,) joyn 
with -us ; And that is the ſame Account which we ' give 
of = deing againſt any Mans Conſcience to hold Communion 
with us. 

Further, Ific be urged againſt our Propofition, that not only 
in the Caſe where a Man is perſwaded of theUnlawfulneſs of 
our Communion, but alſo in the Caſe where he only doubts. of 
the Lawfulneſs of it, a Man may juſtly plead Conſcience for his 
Nonconformity, ſolong as thoſe doubts remain ; And there- 
fore-it is not truly ſaid of us, that in Order to the Pleading 
Conſcience for Nonconformity, one muſt be perſwaded in his 
own -mind, that. Conformity is Forbidden by ſome Law of 
God. I anſwer, that if the Man who thus doubts of the Law- 
fulneſs of 'Conformity, hath really entertain'd this Principle, 
thatit isa'Sin to do any thing with a doubting Conſcience ; I 
grant that it muſt go againſt his Conſcience to conform 1o 
long as he doubts. But then, this is but the ſame ching we are 
contending for ; for therefore it goes againſt his Conſcience to 
Communicate with us," doubting as he doth ; becauſe he be- 
lieves he ſhall Sin againſt God . if he ſhould. Butif the Man 
we arg 1peaking of, do not think it a breach of Gods OD 
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AcR- with a doubting Conſcience; then I do not ſee how it can 
in the leaſt go againſt his Conſcience to Communicate with us 
upon that pretence. So that notwithſtanding theſe two-Excepti- 
ons: which are all T can think of}; it will ſtill remain true, that no 
Man can juſtly Plead Conſcience for his. Separation from the 
Church, but he that is perſwaded that he cannot joyn with it 
without Sinning againſt God. 

Now if this Propoſition be true,. as certainly it is:; then how 
many Mens pretences to Conſcience for their Separating from 
ns, are hereby cut off : and indeed how few (in Compariſon of 
che Multitude of Difſenters among us) will be left, that can 
be able with Truth -to lay, that it is againſt their Conſci- 
ence to Communicate with us in our Prayers, and in our 
Sacraments, | 

In the firſt Place, it is evident that all thoſe who Separate 
from us upon Account of any private grudge or pique ; becauſe 
they have beer diſobliged,or have received ſome diſappointment 
in the way of our Church, or-by the Men that are Favourers of 
it ; and therefore out of a Pet wilt joyn themfelves to another 
Communion. All thoſe that think they. can ſerve their own 
earns more efteually, by being of another way ; as for in: 
itance, they can thereby betice pleaſe a Relation from whom 
they have expeances ; they can better advance their Trade, 
or increaſetheir Fortunes.; they can better procure a Reputation, 
or regain one that is Sunk. In a word, all thoſe that: to ſerve 
any ends of Pride, or Intereſt, or Paſſion, or out of any other 
worldly Conſideration, do refuſe us their Co inthe-Wor- 
ſhip of God. I fay all ſuch are certainly. exchuded-from Plead- 
ing Conſcience for their Separation: Torr Eh 

In the-ſecond Place, all thoſe Lay People who refuſe our 
Communion upon Account that the Paſtors, and Teachers, 
whom they- moſt Love and Reverence, are not permitted.to 
Exerciſe their Fun&tion among us.; whoſe-Pretence it is, that if 
theſe good Men. were allowed to Teach in our Churches, 
they would come to. our Congregations ; but fo long as. that is 
refuſed, they will hear them where they can :. F ſay, all thefe 
are likewiſe excluded from-Pleading Conſcience for their Sepa- 
ration, For, however it may really and truly. be againſt <e 
Conſcience of their Miniſters to conform , ( there being other 
_ things required. of them, than of ordinary People ,) yet it 

is 
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is not againſt their Conſcience ſo to do ; for they know no 
ill in Conformity , but only that ſo many good Men are 
ſilenced. | 

In the third Place, all thoſe that refuſe our Communion up- 
on a meer diſlike of ſeveral things in our Church Offices: They 
do not for inſtance, like a Form of Prayer in general, and they 
have ſeveral things to Obje& againſt our Form in particular ; 
they do not like our Ceremontes; they do not like the Sur- 
plice, or the Croſs in Baptiſm ; and ſundry other things they 
find fault with : Not that they have any thing to ſay againſt 
the Lawfulneſs of theſe things ; but only they have an Averſi- 
on to them : All theſe Men likewiſe are cut off from Pleading 
Conſcience for their Separation. For they do not pretend thac 
it is unlawful, or a Sin againſt God tojoyn with us in our Ser- 
vice (which is the only thing wherein their Conſcience can 
be concerned; ) but only they are not pleaſed with many 
things in our Service ; as fancying them not to be {o decent or 
convenient, or not to be ſo prudently order'd as they would 
have them. But what of all this? Admit the things to be fo as 
they fancy them ; yet ſtill ſo long as they do not think there is 
any Sin in them, it cannot go againſt their Conſcience to joyn 
with any Aſſembly in which they are practiſed. Becauſe Con- 
ſcience as we have often faid is not touched, is not affected 
Where no Law of God is Tranſgreſled. 

In the fourth Place, all thoſe that are kept from our Com- 
munion, purely upon the Account of Edacatics , or acquain- 
tance with Perſons that are of another perſwaſion. Thoſe 
that have nothing to ſay againſt our Worſhip ; but only that 
they were bred in another way ; or thoſe that will joyn with 
us init, but that they know a great many Religious Godly 
Perſons that do condemn it , and therefore they dare not 
come at us. Theſe now may be very well meaning Men, 
but yer they cannot reaſonably Plead Conſcience upon .this 
Account for their Separation. For it is not a Mans Educatian, 
or the-Example, or Opinion of other Men, that makes any 
Action to be a Duty , Ora Sin, but the Law of God Com: 
manding or Forbidding that Action. And therefore before 1 
can ſay that this or the other Action, is againſt my Conſcience, 
I muſt believe that Gods Law hath either in general, or in 
particular ; gither dirgRly, or by Conſequence , "_ ot 

; | 10N 
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Aion unlawful. I grant the Opinions of other Men, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that are Learned and Pious are always to be liffned | 
to in doubtful Caſes. But then, no.. Mans Opinion ' can be. 


the Rule of my Conſcience ; nor am I at all concerned in 


Conſcience to follow it,any farther that Iam conviriced that it 
declares Gods Law to me. And therefore fare in this Caſe of 
Church Communion, I. can be but very, little concerned to 

follow any Matis Opinion; when. both there are fo many Per-. 
{ons, and thoſe as Learned and as Pious as any others, that are- 
of another Opinion ; atid when alſo the Publick Law, which 
has much more Atithotity. than any private Opinion, hath de-. 
cermined what I atn to do ih the Caſe. So that it is great- 


5 


with theſe Men, Lam Tpeaking of, to live in difobediztice 0. 
the Laws. If indeed they be really perſwaded in their own. 
Minds, that our way of Worſhipping God, is in. any. part or. 
inſtance of it Unlawful or Forbidden, (let that perſwaſion be- 
upon what grounds it will,) then they. may*traly fay it is a- 
o4inſt their Conſcience to joyn with us. Buit if they. be not 
convinced of this , I, do not ſte how the Example, or the - 
advice of their Friends and Acquaintance, can in the leaft - 
give them a. Title to Plead Conſcience for their refaſitg our 
Communion. | 
Fiſthly, thoſe that withdraw from the Church upon this Ac- 
count, that our Governours.in their Laws and Preſcriptions. 
about Gods Worſhip, have not rightly uſed the Power which 
they. are intruſted with, but have exceeded their Bounds ; have . 
made perhaps too great Encroachmeiits upon Chriſtian Liberty ;- 
or laid more ſtreſs than was meet upoh Idjferent things: Theſe 
likewiſe are excluded by the former Rule from Pk ading Cor. 
{cience for their Separation. For admit the Law-givers. have. 
been too blame in the Exerciſe 'of their Power in theſe tnatters, . 
(which yet is ſooner ſaid than þ ahh and have really. done - 
more then they can anſwer to God for;yet what is this to.them? - 
The . Conlcience'ot. the Governours is indeed deeply. concern- 
ed about theſe things ; and they muſt givean Account to Go@. 
for the abuſe of their. Authority if there be any. But how. 
this doth concern the Conſcience of the Subject, is not eaſi-. 
ly. underſtood., fo..long as what.is Commanded or Enjoyn-- 
ed, doth not appear to interfere with any. Law of _— But - 
aving- 


. 
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having faid this; I fear there is too much reaſon to add ; that 
thoſe who ſo much ſtand up for Chriftian Liberty, and would 
be thought the great Patrons of it, do by their endleſs Scru- 
nay about [ndifferent things, and refuſing to Obey Authority 
ſuch :matters., in all appearance, take the moſt effectual 
courſe to deſtroy all Chriſt:an Liberty, in the true notion of it, 
and ito bring in a Religion. that ſhall conſiſt of Touch not, Taſte 
ot, Handle not ; and ſuch other Uncommanded things. - 
Sixthly, and laſtly, (to name no more inſtances) All thoſe 
that can-Communicate Occa/ionally with us, in our Prayers 
and Sacraments : As for inſtance, thoſe that when they have 
a turn #0 be ſerved., when there is an Office or fome fach 
thing in the Caſe; can come. to Church , and receive the 
"Communion-, but at other times they da not afford us 
their Preſence : Theſe are alſo excluded from pretending ta 
Conſcience, for their not conſtantly joyning in Communi- 
on with us. For if indeed they did believe it was a Sin in them 
to Joya with us in our Prayers and Sacraments; with what'Con- 


Tience dare they do it at all? they ought not for any worldly 


g00d, to venture upon ſuch an Action as they do believe to be 
otbidden by Gods Laws 3 But if they do not believe that ta 
joyn in our Communion is a ſinful thing, ( as I dare fay 
none of theſe Perſons do) then I will be bold tro make the 
Inference ; that . it cannot be more againſt their Conſci- 
ence. to do it Thrice, than ta do it Once ; and-do itconftantly than 
to Uo.it Thrice. + | | | 
But let us leave the falſe Pretenders to Conſcience, and come 
to the. Caſe of thoſe who can juftly Plead Conſcience for their 
Separation ; or that cantruly lay it is againſt their Conſcience 
to joyn in our Cammunion. | | 
Of this ſort are all ſuch, and none but ſueh , as:do real- 
ly beligve that our Communion is unlawful, or that they 
cm. Communicate with us without Sin, as I have before. 
proved. | | 
As far thoſe that only doubt of 'the Lawfulnefs 'of our 
Communion , but are not perſwaded that it is unlawful; £ 
do not here .conlider them; becauſs they- cannot fay that ir 
is againſt their Conſcience to Communicate with us ; any 
more than they can ſay that they are bound in 'Conſcience 
to Communicats with us ; hs they are uncertain as to _ 
the 
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theſe things, and are not determined either way. But how- 
ever becauſe theſe Men may juſtly Plead Conſcience upon 
this Account ; that they think it is a Sin to, joyn with us ſo 
long at they doubt of the Lawfulneſs.of our Communian ;. I 
ſhall conſider their Caſe afterwards in.a._ particular Diſcourſe 
upon that Argument. | 


Thoſe that I am now. concerned with, . are ſuch, as do be- 


lieve, or are perſwaded , that there is. ſome thing in our 
Worſhip which they. cannot” comply with without Sinning a- 
gainſt God. _ CO. 2 b EE 
And' my, Buſineſs, is to Examine wherber ſuch a Belief or 
Per/waſiom of the Unlawfulneſs of our Commimion will juſtifie 
any Mans, Separation from ws ? Or how far it will do it 2 
And. what is to be done by. ſuch Perſons, in order either to their, 
Communicating , or not Communicating with us with a ſafe Con- 
ſcience ? This is our "{econd' Point , and I apply, my- RIF 
tO 1t.. ap he | od 
There are- a great many among us, that would . with all 
their Hearts (as they fay.) Obey the Laws of the Church, 


and joyn in our Worſhip and. Sacraments ; but they are real- 
ly per{waded that they catinot do:'it withoitt 'Sin ::For there” 


are ſome things required of them as. Conditions of Com- 
0 HA with. us, which are_ Forbidden by * the Laws of 
od. | 
As for Inſtance, It is againſt the Commands of Chi to ap- 
po or to uſe any thing in the Worſhip of God, 'which God 
imſelf hath not. appointed. For this is to add'to the Word 
of God, and to Teach for Do&rines the Commandments and Tra- 
ditions of Men. 4 | ke | 
It is againſt the Commands of Feſws Chriſt to Stint the Spi- 
rit in Prayer ;. which all thoſe that.uſe a Form of Prayer, muſt 


It is againſt the Commands of Teſas Chrif* to uſe any Signi- 
ficant Ceremony in Religion : As for T nftance, the Croſs in Pan 
ciſm, for that is to make new Sacraments. 

It is againſt the Commands of Feſws Chriſt. to kneel at the 
Lords Supper, for that is dire&tly to . contradict our Saviours 
Example in his Inſtitution of that Sacrament, | ati. ſayours be- 
fides.of Popiſh. Idolatry. rg 


Since - 
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Since therefore there are theſe Sinful things in our Worſhip ; 
and thoſe too impoſed as Terms of Communion ; how can 
we blame them, if they withdraw themſelves from us ? Would 
we have them joyn with us in theſe Practices which they verily 
believe to be Sins ? Where then was their Conſcience ? They 
might perhaps by this means ſhew how much they were rhe 
Servants of Men : But what would become of their Fidelity to 
Teſws Chriſt. | 
- What now ſhall we ſay to this? They themſelves are ſo well 
ſatisfy'd with 'their own doings in theſe matters, that they do 
not thinkithey are in the leaſt to be blamed for refuſing us their 
Communion, ſo long as things ſtand thus wh them. They 
are ſure they herein follow their own Conſcietite ; and there- 
fore they. cannot doubt but they are in a ſafe Condition; and 
may «ftific their-proceedings:to God,: and to all the: World:; 
let us ſay whit we pleaſe. _ ) 7 omg 
''This.is the Caſe. Now in Anſwer to it, we muſt grant them 
theſe two things. ot poto 1 | | 
Firſt of all, that if . indeed they be right .in their Judg- 
ment ;'and-thoſe-' things | which they except againſt .in' our 
Cotmmunion - be :really Unlawful.; and Forbidden :by Feſms 
Chriſt ; then they. are [nut at all to be blamed for their not 
Communicating with us. For in that Caſe Separation is not a 
Sin but a Dwty.:* We being for ever bound to Obey God rather than 
Aden. /'7it nab GE 303, 010% 
_. And. Secondly, ſuppoſing: they; be. miſtaken in their Judg- 
ment, -and think that to-be Unlawful, and Forbidden by God 
which is not. really '{o; Yet 1o long as this Perſwaſion conti- 
nues-(though it-be a falſe one) we think they cannot without 
Sin joyn in our Communion. For even an Erroneous Conſci- 
ence (as we have ſhewed) binds thus far, that a Man. cannot 
without Sin Ac in conttadicion, to it. Theſe two things, 
Lys we'grant-them, and let theni make the beſt advantage-of 
them. | T2208 
But then this is the point we ſtand upon, and which if it be 
true, will render this whole: Plea for Noncaonformity: upon Ac- 
count of -Conſcience, as I have now opened it, wholly infut- 
ficient, viz:-Tfit ſhould prove that our Diſſenters are miſtaken 
in their Judgment ; and that our Governours do indeed re- 
quire nothing of .them in the matter of Church Commu- 
| E-2 nion 


AS -22 : \ 
Kd fd "203 = 
,: + " - . 
"es": x 2 hs «##-., 
$0 0 ew NEG 8 ONS 
IM 5 p Lo NY 
te 41 


-34 A Diſcourſe of Conſcience. 


nion , but what they may comply with, without breach of 
Gods Law : Then I fay it will not acqui: them. from be- 
ing Guilty of Sin before God in withdrawing from-our Com- 
munion ; to ſay, that they really believed our Communion. 
to be unlawful ; and upon. that Account they, durſt: not joyn, 
with us. ty 

Tr is not my Province here-to Anſwer all: their Objeions a-- 
gainſt our Forms of Prayer, our Ceremonies, our Orders and: 
Rules, in Adminiſtring Sacraments, and other things-that.con- 
cern our- Communion ; This: hath been: done ſeveral. times ;. 
and of late by ieveraltPerfons-whichhave treated of all theſe par- 
ticular matters ;.and who have ſhewed. with great clearneſs and. 


. threngeh , that there is: nothing required in our Church T1 


pointments, which is in the leait incanfiſtent withz. or E 
den by any Law of Feſws Chriſt : But on -the contrary, the E-- 
ſtabliſhments of our Church, are for Gravity, 'Decency,: Pu- 
rity, and agreeablenefs with the Primitive. Chriſtianity ; the 
molt;approvable, and the leaſt Exceptionable of any. ch. 
Conſtitutions: at this day in.the World... - 14h, 30 ILSS 
Theſe things therefore I; meddle not with ,. but this is the: - 
point Tam concerned in.: Whether, ſuppoſing it be every. Mans. 
Duty to joyn in Communion with-the Eftabliſhed Church ; 
and there be nothing required in that Communion, but what 
may. be Lawfully. Practifed ? IL ſay, ſuppoſing theſe two things ;.. 
whether it. will. be ſufficient to. acquit. any. Man from. Sin, _ 
that withdraws. from.. that. rota noon upon this Agcount,. 
that through his miſtake, ' he believes.he cannot joyn with 
us, without Sin ? Or thns, whether will 'any Mans perſfwa- 
fion-'that- there are Sinful Terms required in our # condo 
nion; (when yet there are not any). jultifie his. Separation. 
OE. ical | Queſtion ty nd" this Epive 
his 15 the. general Queltion truly: put. and” this Egive as. 
the: Anſwer to.. it:; That in-general ws. rrae Mans Er--. 
Tonegns.Periwaſion doth not diſſolve the 353 5g of Gods 
Law, ocjuftifie any Mans Tranſgreflion of his Duty. So that. | 
th; Gods Law doth Command me to hold Communien with 
the, Church :where: L.have no juſt, cauſe ro break-it; And E 
tave;na.juftzcauſe.to..break it in this particular -Caſe,.. bue 
anly. T.chink Lhave:.-My miſperſwaſien in this. matter doth:. 
«Px, diſcharge me_from. my Obligation to. keep the Gomr.. 
| MMINUYIUON. ; 
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munion_ of the Church ; or acquit me from Sin before God if 
] break it. | | 
The 'Truth: and Reafon of this FE. have fully ſhewed before, . 
in what LI have faid about the Authority at Conſcience. LIL 
ſhall now only by way. ef further . Confirmation ask this. 
= Queſtion : Was St. Pa] guilty of Sin .or no, when he Perſecu- 
ted the Chriſtians ; being verily perſwaded in his own mind 
that he ought: fo to do, and that he Sinned if he did not ? If 
any will ſay that St, Paul did not Sir-in this,” becauſe. he did- 
| bur AR according to his Conſcience ;. they. contradict his 


own expreſs words. For he acknowledgeth himſelf to be rhe 
greateſt of Sinners, andthat for this very reaſon, becauſe be perſc- 
cuted the Church of Chriſt. If they ſay that he did Sin in. doing 
this ; then they mufkt; at the ſame time acknowlege that. a Mans : 
perſwaſion that a:thing is-a-Duty,. wilt: not-'excule him from - 
gale tn practiſing it ;. if really and indeed it be againſt Gods . 
w.: And onthe other fide, by the ſame reafon, that a Mans - 
perſwaſion that a thing is nglawtul,. will not excuſe him from 


- 
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So that it infinitely. concerns all our Diſnting Brethren to, - 
conſider very,well what.they do,when they withdraw irom our 

Communion. - Schi/rz.undoubtedly is 2 great and crying oin: - 
A Sin, againft. which, there are as many hard things, 1aid in . 
be Diſcourſes-of, our Lord and bis Apoliles;.and in the Wri- - 
tings of the; Ancient Chriſtians.;, as againſt.any other Sin what- - 
| ſoever. . And therefore let thoſe thas & rſake our Communion; . 


kf 
- 


and ſet up,or joyn with other Afſemblies-in Oppoſition to ours ; . 
Lay, ler them look to it that they be not involyed in the Guile 
of this dreadful Sin.. They muſt be ſure that their Separation 
Proceeds. upon 'good "nnd. they would free. themſelves . 
= the imputation of jit. It. is not always enough to: excule.. 
them.; that they do. believe there are Sinful Conditions impo- | 
ſed in our Co jon, and conſequently it is their Duty co - 
withdraw. Eor unleſs the thing be fo. indeed ; their believing . 
fa.-will not cancel their Obligation to our Church Gommunt- - 
2 ;, Or. make.it' ceaſe. to be Schiſm.to withdraw-chemfelves - 
-- This may perhaps ar the firſt hearing ſeem very ſtrange . 
Doctrine, co many, þut yet ics true for.all that ; and will ap-- 
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Hin, wherein we are not ſo nearly concerned. CER ION” 
Here is one'of the'Roman-Catbolick Perſwaſion ' (as they ' call 
3t,) that hath been trained up inPopery ; and heartily believes 
it to be true Religion, and'the only One, wherein Salvation is 
to be a had ; and therefore in "Obedience to the Laws and Cu- OE 
ſtoms of that Church, doth pay Religious Worſhip to Images; 
doth pray'to Saints and*Angels ; doth give Divine Adoration 
to the Conſecrated Bread inthe Sacrament”; as really belteving 
it-to-be:turned into theBody of Chrift, 'to which his Soul and 
Deity is perſonally United; "OO ff 4 
Is now ſach a Perfon as this'Guilty of Tdolatry in theſe Pra- 
ices or is he not? He doth verily believe that he is not. He 
would abhor theſe Pratices, if he did in the leaſt believe, that 
God had Forbid them as Idolatrons/Nay he is fo far from-beljev- 
ing that they are Forbid, that on *the- contrary -he hath been 
taught to believe thatthey are neceſſary Duties: and he cannot 
be a good Catholick, unleſs he thus Worſhip Images, and Saints 
and the Bread'of the Hoſt. Well, now the point is, WR Fo 
ſuch a Man, believing as he doth, be upon that Accountize- 
quitted from[the-Sin'of. Idolatry ?'We all grant; thae # he 
had ſuch clearInformation about theſe things as/we Proteſttnits 
have ; he would-certainly be an later "if he ſhould continue 
in theſe Practices: but whether his Belief,- and Opinion, 'and 
Perſwaſion concerning theſe things, do not excuſe hirr';- and 


} 


make that ceaſe to be":1dolarry', that would' otherwiſtzhe 
ſo; This I fay is the" queſtion! 'But- yet'\none' of us'mi#ke 
any great. queſtion of it. For we- do charge 'the -Pdpiffs ith 
diſcriminately , with Idolatry -in their *'Worſhip-7 notwith- 
ftanding their diſclaiming it 3 notwithſtanding their Profeflion 
to Worſhip God, no otherwiſe-'than' accordifg 'tohis- own - 
Will ; notwithftanding 'they do' really: take-themſelves! Obli- 
ged in Conſcience to give 'Divine Worſhip to the 'Conſecrated 
Elements, and thoſe other Objets. And,'we charge them 
rightly in this. ' For if it be. really Idolatry by 'Gods word, to 
do- theſe things ; then it will be Idolatry-:in- atiy Man to' do 
chem, let -his Opinion about them be what gets ' A Mans 
Ignorance, or miſtake or falſe Opinion doth ndt alter-thi'na- 
ture of things; it. can neither make that'-ceaſe to bea Duty, 
which God hath Commanded, nor that ceaſe to be a = 
'  whic 
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which God hath Forbidden. All that it will do, is, that ac- 
cording to the Nature. and Circumſtances of it, it may more. 
or leſs Extenuate the Tranfgreflion that. is committed upon the. 
Account thereof, _ Oo barter oi 

And the Cale is jult the ſame.in. the. matter before us. For. 
any Man to withdraw his Communion from that Church, 
with which he ought, and with which he may Lawfully Com- 
municate ; That is as-, properly. the / Sin of Schiſm, as it is the. 
Sin of, 1do/atry, to. give Divine Worth ta. that: which is nat. 
God... For any, Mah, therefore, to. break the Unity, of ths 
Church.;; though it er ae this yery Account , that he doth. 
believe- it is his Duty ſo: to do;, or that he cannot Com- 
municate with that Church. without Sin : Yet if this per- 
ſwaſion; of BTPS falſe, and. erroneous ; he. is. no lels a. 
SbiſmatigK for . aJl this; than. the. other Man. is an _ IdGlater 
that thinks. at is his Duty to adore Images,. and thoſe other un-- 
due Objeas of. Divine Worſhip among. the. Romanifts. Ir is. 
true, . the Mans Ignorance or Miſperſwaſion will according to 
the” greater or leſs Culpability of it, more or leſs excuſe the. 
Mans Perſon. before God, as it doth in the other Caſe : But ir 
carinot in the leaſt: make, that which God hath. made to be: 
Schiſm to. be no Schiſm ;-no more than in the other Caſe, ic 
makes that to be no 1dolatry which Gods. Word. hath declared. 
to be Idolatry, p | 

Well now admitting all this; here comes.the. pinch of the. 
thing... It will be ſaid, What. would you have a Man do in 
this Caſe 7” He 'eannot conform.with -a ſafe Conſcience ; and 
yet he is.a Tranſgreſſor if;he do not;” If he comply, againſt, 
his Conſcience, you grant he is guilty of Sin in ſo doing : If 
he doth not comply.; then.you ſay, he is a Schiſmatick ; and fo 
is a Sinner upon that Account. Why to this I ſay, that both. 
theſe things.are often true; and. here is that Dilemma, which. 
Men by ſuffering their. minds to be abuſed with Evil Prin- 
ciples, and Perſwaſions,, d6 frequently. run themſelves into. . 
They are reduced to that Extremity that they can neither A& 
[nor forbear Acting : They can. neither Obey, nor Diſobey. 


without Sin. 


 But'what. is to. be done .in this Caſe.? Lknow nothing but- 
this ; That. all' imaginable Care is to be taken that the Error. 
and. falſe Principles which miſled the Man be depoſed ; god 
; | _ thace 


= 
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that his Judgment be better informed ; and then he may both 
.do his Duty which Gods Law requireth of him, and ayoid 


1g againſt his Conſcience. _ 
But how is this to be done ? 'Why mo :ather way, but by 
uſing -Conſcientioufly all thoſe means which. common , Pru- 
dence will recommend to a Man, for the gaining Aion 
and Information to himſelf about any point that he deſires 


;throughly to undetftand.” . "Thar is to lay, freeing hismind from 
all Pride, and'Paffion, and intereſt, and all ather carnal Pre- 
poſſeflions; and applying kimſelf ſeriouſly and impartially ta 
-the getting right Notions and Sentiments about ins Duty in - 
:theſe matters : Conſidering without prejudice what can be faid 
on both ſides : Calling in the belt afſfiſtance of che ableft and. 
wiſeſt Men that he can come by : And above all thin ferioul- 
1y endeayouring to underſtand the Nature ahdS$pirit of the Chrj- 
tian Religion; and to practice all thathe'is undoubtedly convin- 
.ced to be his Duty : for the matters in queſtion, moſt ear- 
.neſtly imploring the Afiſtance of Gods Spirit toguideanddired. 
thim. Y. 
Well, but Tuppoſing Man has endeavoured to inform his 
Judgment as well as he can, and hath uled all thoſe Prudene 
"means that were in his Power, to ſatisfied himſelf of the Law- 
-fulneſs of our Communion : but' yet after all, he is of the 
fame perſwaſion that he was, wiz. That he cannot joyn in 
.our Worſhip without Sin : What will we ſay to ſach a Man as 
this ? Will we ſtill fay that this Man, niuſt” either, Conform, 
chough againſt his Conſcience ; or he is a Sch;/matick before 
God ? Thus is the great difficulty, and T have two things to ſay 
to it. | 
In. the firft place., we do heartily wiſh” that this was the: 
iCaſe of all, or of the moſt of our Diſlenters , (viz. that 
they had done what they can to ſatisfie' themſelves about our 
.Communion.) For if it was, I do verily. perſwade my {lf 
that there would preſently be an end of all thoſe much to be 
lamented Scbiſms, and Diviſions, which do now give ſo much 
Scandal to all good Men, and threaten the Ruin” of our Re- 
formed Religion, and this poor Church of England, which hath' 
46 long Laboured-and Groaned, under the furious Attacks that. 
| have been made upon her, by Enemies: without, and Enemies 
within her own Bowgls, would in alittle time, be amy 
Ivo 
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Tree from all apprehenſion of Danger, at the leaſt from the 

one ſort of het Kaverſaries. | 
If all our, Brethren of the Separation would moſt ſeriouſly 

Follow after the things that make for Peace, and walk by the ſame 

Rule as far as they were” able, and in things where they were 0- 

therwiſe minded, would Religiouſly apply themſelves to God 

' for direction ; 'and to theuſe of Prudent means for Satisfaction : 

T doubt not but the Face of things would preſently be chang- 

ed among us ; and we ſhould hear no more of. any Diviſion 

or Schiſm in our Nation, that was either dangerous to the 

Church, or to the Salvation of the Men that; were concerned 

in it. | WE 

"But alas, we fear we have too great reaſon to ſay, that the 

generality of our Diſlenting Brethren, even thoſe of them that 

Plead Conſcience for their Separation ; have not done their 

Duty in this matter ; have not heartily endeavoured to fatisfie 

their Minds about the Lawfulnels of Ccxformity, in thoſe Points 

which they ſtick at, 
If they had ; one would think that after all their endeavoms 
they ſhould, before they pronounced Conformity to be unlawful, 
| be able to produce ſome one plain Text of Scripture for the 
proving it ſo, either in the whole, or in any part of it; but 
this they are not able to do. "They do indeed produce ſome 
Texts of Scripture which they think do make for them : But 
really they are ſuch, that if they had not ſupinely taken up 
their meaning upon truſt ; but would have been at the pains of 
carefully examining them ; and ufing ſuch helps as they have 
every where at hand for the underſtanding them : It would 
have been ſomewhat difficult for them, to have expounded thoſe 
Texts in ſuch a ſenſe as would infer the unlawfulneſs of our 

Communion. 

v * But farther I fay, it is not probable that the generality of 
our Diſſenters, who condemn our Communion as- unlawful, 
have ever anxiouſly applied themſelves to the conſidering the 

| Point, or gaining StatisfaRtion about it ; becauſe they do not 

| ſeem to have mttch conſulted their own Teachers in this affair, 

and much leſs thoſe of our way. If they had they would have 
been diſpoſed to think better of .our Communion ; than' they - 

do : For not to mention what the Churchmen do teach and 

pres in this matter ; the moſt <0 of their own Miniſters, 

| are 
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are ready thus far to give their Teſtimony to our Communion. 
That thers is nothing required in it, but what a Lay-Perſon may 


Honeftly and Lawfully comply with ; though there may be 


ſome things inconvenient, and which they wiſh were amended. 
Nay they themſelves are ready upon occaſion to afford us their 
Company, in all the inſtances of Lay-Communion. 

But I defire not to enlarge upon this Argument, becauls it is 
an Invidions one. All that I fay is, that we wiſh 1t was. not 
roo apparent by many Evidences, that moſt of thoſe who 1e- 
perate from us, are ſo- far from having done all they can to. 
bring temiaveſts 4 complyance with our Church Conſtituti- 
ons ; that they thave done little or nothing at all towards it : 
Bur have taken. up their Opinions, hand over head, without 
much thinking or enquiring ; and having once taken up an Q- 
pinion, they adhere to it, without ſcarce Jo much as once think- 
ing, that itis poſſible for them to be in the wrong. 

If you ſpeak of a Man that may with reaſon be ſaid to. 
have done his.endeavour to ſatisfie himſelf about the Points of 
his Duty in this matter : Give us ſuch a one ; as hath. no. end, 
n? intereſt to ſerve. by his Religion, but only to Pleaſe God, 
and to go.to Heaven ; and who in the choice of- the way that 
leads thither, hath the Indifference of a Traveller ; to whom it 
is all one, whether his way light on the right Hand, or on the 
lefr ; being. only concerned that - it be V4 way. which leads. 
to his Journeys end. | PT oa | 

Give us a Man, that concerns himfelf as little as you pleaſe, 


in the Speculative Diſputes,: and Controverſies. of Religion : 
Bur yet is wonderfully Solicitous about. the Practice of his Du- 
ty ; and therefore will- refuſe; no.pains.. or trouble.that may 

give him a right underſtanding of that. Js 
Give us a Man, that in. the midſt of ,the great Heats, and 
Diviſions,. and difterent Communions of the Church ; is yet 
modeſt, and bumble, and docible : That believes he may be 
miſtaken, and that his private Friends may be miſtaken too, 
and hath-ſuch an Eſteem and Reverence. torgthe Wildom of 
his Governours in Church or State ;. as to admit that it 1s pro- 
bable they may ſee farther into matters of State and Religion, 
than he dath : And that therefore every Tenent, and Opinion 
that was inbibed in his Education ; that was infuſed by private 
Men of his Acquaintance ; or that was eſpouſed upon a "EF 
few 
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few thoughts, and little Conſideration; 'ought not to be fo ſtif- 
ly maintained, as to controwl, or to be ſet in Oppoſition to 
the Publick Eſtabliſhments of Authority. 

' Laſtly, give us a Man, that where the Publick Laws do run 
counter to his private Sentiments ; and he is at a loſs to recon- 
cile his Duty to Men, with his Duty.-to God : Yet doth not 

theps 7 upon this, ſet up a Flag of Defiance to Authority ; 
| but rather applies himſelf with all the Indifference, and Ho- 
neſty he can, to get a true Information of theſe matters : And 
to that end he Prays to God continually for his affiſtance, he 
calls in the beſt helps, and confults the beſt gyiges he can ; his 
Ears are open to what both ſides can fay fi mſelves ; and 
he is as willing to read a Book which is wWgainſt his Opi- 
nion, as one that defends it. In a word, if he be prejudiced, 
or biaſled any way ; it is on the fide of Authority ; being ra- 
ther deſirous to find himſelf miſtaken, and his Governours in 
the Right; tha: himſelf in the Right, and- his Governours mi- 
ſtaken. I fay ſhew us ſuch a Man as this; and we readily 
grant, you have produced a Perſon, that doth ſincerely uſe his 
endeavours. to ſatisfie himſelf about the Lawfulneſs of our 
Communion. But then we muſt ſay this alſo ; that as the Caſe 
ſtands between the Church of England, and the Difſenters ; we 
can hardly believe, that fuch a Man will long continue in Se- 
paration from the Church ; but will in a little time gain the Sa- 
tisfaion of ſeeing, not only that he may Lawfully joyn with 
us, but allo that it is his Duty ſo to do. 

- But lec us admit, that a Man: may have endeavoured to in- 
form his. Judgment as well as he can ; and yet be ſo far from 
being convinced that it is his Duty to joyn with us in our 
Worſhip ; that he is ſtill of Opinion that it is his Duty to Se- 

>arate Irom us : What will we ſay of ſuch a Man ? Will we 
ILill brand. him for a Schiſmatick, notwithſtanding he -hath 
done all he can, to bring himſelf over to us ; but cannot ?. +: 

To this 1 anſwer in the ſecond Place, according to the Prin- 
Ciples I have before laid down, that if ſuch a Caſe do ever hap- 
pen.; though the Man cannot be excuſed from Schiſm, as to the 
matter of it (becauſe wherever there is an Actual Separation 
trom. a Church, wich which we ought, and with which we 
may, Lawfully Communicate ; there is an Actual Schiſyz Com- 
menced, let the pretence. for the Separation be what it will :) 

| F -2 yet 
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yet I truſt he ſhall not be charged before God, with the Formal 
guilt of the Schiſm; any farther than the Error that led him in- 
to it, was contracted by his own fault. 

Though Schiſm in it ſelf (as we have ſaid) be a great Sin : 
yet we do-not fay-that all thoſe who are engaged in the ſame 
Schiſm, are equally Guilty before God. 

In che firſt place, thoſe that Separate-from: the Church, to 
ſerve any private ſecular turn ; cheſs are moſt ypinor”_4 guilty of 
Schiſm, and there is-nothing to be ſaid in their excuſe. | 

In the ſecond place, thoſe who Separate from: the Church, 
through miſperſiaſions, and miſtakes of Judgment, which the: 
groundleſfsly, fooliſhly took up ; and might have oder; 
and would yet Wcertainly correct in themſelves, if they were 
but ſo Careful, and Conſcientious about their Duty as: they 
ought to be : Theſe Men, have indeed far more to ſay for 
themſelves, than the former ;- but yet they are very blameable, 
and are bound-as they Love' their Souls, to take more care of 
Informing their Conſcience: aright ; that fo they may leave 
that Sin they are engaged in. | 

But Thirdly, thoſe that ſeparate from the Church of God, 
becauſe they know no better, nor never had means to know 
better : Or thoſe that have ſincerely endeavoured to underſtand 
their Duty, as much as could be expe&ted from one in their 
Circumſtances; yet through weakneſs of underſtanding, or 
want-of Opportunity, light into wrong Paths : In a word, 
thoſe that are unhappily engaged in a Schi/m ;, but God, Al- 
mighty who: ſearcherth the Hearts, knoweth, that it. is not 
through the Fault of their Wills, but the misfortune of their 
Circumſtances : Fſay; if there be any Man among us that is 
in this Condition; though: he be a Schiſmatick Materially ; yet 
he is Inocently, at leaſt, Pittiably ſo. And if he be as free from 
blame in the other parts of his Life ; he may be a good Chri- 
ſtian for all-that. And God Almighty we hope wha judgeth 
of Men: by their-inward Sincerity, and not: by: their outward 
Circumſtances; will impute that Schiſm (which in others per- 
haps 1s a wilful' Crime) to this Man, no: otherwiſe. then as a 
pure- $7 of Ignorance, which: ſhall not (upon a general Repen- 
tance for all-Sins known and unknown,) be accounted for atthe 
laſt day. Efpecially i this Innocently miftaken Man wa 
{peak of, do to the other Regulariries of his. Eife, add a dili- 
gent Care in theſs four following Posnts, Firſt, 


AS. 
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Firft,. that he be not Ob/inate, and Pertinaciom in his way» 
but that he keep his mind readily prepared and diſpoſed to re- 
ceive any Conviction, which God by any Means .or Inſtru- 
ments ſhall offer to him. 
Secondly, That he Separate no farther from the Church, of 
which he ought to be a Member, than he needs mult ; 'but do 
chearfully* comply with the Publick Laws, and Eſtabliſhments 
ih all thoſe Inftances, where he is Satisfied he may do it with 
a ſafe Conſcience. - 
Thirdly, that where he cannot give Ave Obedience to the 
ws ; he do in thoſe Inſtances Pariently, and Chriſtianly, ſab- 
mit to the Penalties, which thoſe Laws inflit : Neither ex- 
claiming againſt his Governours, or the Magiſtrates, as Perſe- 
cutors; for EnaQting, or Executing thoſe Laws : Nor uſing a- 
ny undue, Hlegal'means to get himſelf more eaſe and Liberty : 
But in all things behaving himſelf as a quiet and peaceable Sub- 
ject to the Government he lives under. | 
And Fourthly, and laſtly, that he ſhew himſelf a good Neigh- 
bour, as well as a good Subjef ; in avoiding all peeviſh and 
bitter Cenſures of thoſe that differ in_ Opinion, and  per- 
fwaſion from him ; and Exerciſing Humanity, and Friendli- 
ne, and Charity to all his Fellow Chriſtians. | 
Whoſoever, I ſay, of our Brethren, of the Separation make: 
good theſe Points : That is to ſay, are in the firſt place, very 
ſincere in their endeavours, to inform their Conſcience aright 
in the matter of our Communion : And in the next place, 
when they carinot Satisfie their Conſcience about our way ; do 
yet in their Diſſent from us, Obſerve the four Particulars I have 
now named : I ſhould be loth for my part to Cenſure them ei- 
ther as.ill Jen, or ill Subjefs, or 1ll Chriſtians. | 
But then all that I have faid in this matter, doth no. more 
juffifie the Sin of Sch;/m, or Extenuate the heinouſneſs of it in 
ics own Nature : than it would ſerve to juſtifie or extenuate. 
the Sin of Idolatry ; if all that I have now ſaid, was applied to. 
the Caſe' of an Ignorant, well meaning, devout Papiſt. For: 
I'do verily . believe that what I have now reprefented by way. 
of Apology, for an innocent miſtaken Separatif.; will hold 
true, mutatis mutandss, in the Caſe of a delnded Romaniff, who. 
is invincibly, and without any fault of his, intangled in the. 
Pradice of their 7dulatries. But I Þelieve for all that, the = 
of; 


$a 
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of 1dolatry is in it ſelf a moſt grievous Sin, and fo I believe is 
the Sin of Scbiſm ; and therefore notwithſtanding all that may 
be ſaid, concerning the Innocence, or Excuſeableneſs of ſome 
Mens miſtakes about theſe matters; yet nevertheleſs, it infinite- 
ly concerns every Perſon, to have a care how he be engaged, 
either in the one, or the other. | | | 
To come to a concluſion, that which I would mpſt feriou- 
ſly-preſs from what hath been ſaid, is this. It appears from the 
foregoing Diſcourſe, how abſolutely neceſſary it is ; that eve- 
ry Man ſhould endeavour to inform his Judgment aright in the 
matters that offend his Conſcience ; before he withdraw, 
Obedience from his Lawful Governours, and his Commun 
from thoſe that Worſhip God in Publick under them. It ap- 
pears likewiſe that it is not ehough to juſtifie a Mans Separati- 
on ; that this or the other thing in our Worſhip, is really. a- 
goin his Conſcience ; for he may be a great Sinner notwith- 
{tanding that, for leaving our Aſſemblies, if it ſhould prove at 
laſt that he is miſtaken in his Notions. og | 
What therefore ſhould every Difſenter among us do, that 
hath any regard -to his Duty, and would preſerve a good Con- 
ſcience ? I fay, what is there that more concerns him to do ? 
than preſently to ſet about the true informing of. his Judg- 
ment in the Points where he is now diſlatish'd : for fear he-be 
found to live in a grievous Sin all the time he Separates from 
Us | 
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It muſt be confeſſed that ſomething of. this is true, bar yet it 
2 | agres 
in the Rule of Faith, and Manners; and it would be hap V4 
all the Chriſtian World did fo too :, But ftill” Schiſty is a Ueal: 
ful Sin: And a Man may as certainly, without Repentance; 
be damned tor that, as for being an Hererick in his Opinion, or 

DT” 1 hon = ST a Drunkartd, 


cient Chriſtian Fathers thought ſo. 
It is true likewiſe, that the buſineſs of Church Government and 


Diſcipline, and other Points of EccleſiaFfical Coprntys ie mMat-' 


ter of Diſpute, and Controverſie among us : But who is ie that 
made it ſo? The Church of E»gland without doubt, would 
have been very well pleaſed, if there had been no dult raiſed, 
no diſpute or contentions moved in theſe matters; but that e- 


very Member would have done his Duty peaceably, and qui- 


etly in his Station : Or that if any Controverfie-had aroſe ; ic 
ſhould have been debated among Learned Men; and never 
have proceeded to Separation from the Communion. | 


© 
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a Drunkard, for inſtance, in his Manners. Sure I am, the: An- 


We do not pretend to lay any ſtreſs upon Skill, and Know: | 


ledg about theſe matters, in order to a Mans Salvation. We 
believe, and teach that a Man ta a very good Chriftian, 
and go to Heaven ; that never underſtood how to juſtitie the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, or to defend the Common Prayer Bcok againſt 
all the Exceptions that are made againſt ic. All that we lay is, 
that if any Man will ſcruple, and except againſt the uſe of 
theſe things; it lyes upon him, nay he is bound as he would 
keep a good Conſcience, to uſe the beſt means he poſſibly can, 
to get ſatisfaction about them : Or if he do not; at his own 
Peril be it, nay even at the Peril of his Salvation, if he breaks 
the Churches 'Peace, and Communion upon that Account. 


And as for thoſe that pretend, that theſe are $#hri/ Points, 
and above their Reach, and Capacity ; and they have not Un-. 
derſtanding, and Wit enough to dive into them : Why, in Gods. 


Name, who deſires them ? We ſay that they might Inno- 
cently enough, and with a good Conſcience, comply with 


their Governours in thefe Points, as they do in a hundred o- 


thers, without ever diving into them ; But ſince, it ſeems, 
they have Wit, and Underſtanding enough, to cavil and find 


fault with theſe things, and upon that Account, to deny their 
Obedience to thoſe Lawful Powers, which God hath ſet over 


them : One would think they ſhould at the fametime_ have 1o, 
much Honeſty, as ſeriouſly to.endeavour to give themſelves Sa-. 


tisfaction, as to thoſe things they find fault with. And this is. 
all we deſire of them : And it is for their own fakes too ; as 


well as ours, that we defire it. For otherwiſe they will never 
be able to anſwer caher to God or Man, for the horrible In- 
CONVentengss,, 
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y without Sin ; unifels hg 

Mch' done all that he cat, tO recon- 
Duty to God ; but upon'the beſt 
g's irreconcileable. 'For a Man 


Xe $43.9 215 
Pex "2 now. 
al Schiſm. 


"" 


» 


7p," 


ge 
bb: 


LO 


IN 
Þ 


x 


tj 


If 
| 


. 


